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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 SCOPE. This publication concerns (a) immediate settlements, (b) long-term
settlements, (c) rate of settlement, (d) criteria for tolerable settlement, (e) methods of
reducing or accelerating settlements for saturated fine-grained soils and (f) methods
for controlling and/or estimating heave in swelling soils. Procedures given are for fine-

grained compressible soils as well as for coarse-grained soils.

1.2 OCCURRENCE OF SETTLEMENTS. The settlement of saturated cohesive soll
consists of the sum of three components; (1) immediate settlement occurring as the
load is applied, (2) consolidation settlement occurring gradually as excess pore
pressures generated by loads are dissipated, and (3) secondary compression
essentially controlled by the composition and structure of the soil skeleton. The
settlement of coarse-grained granular soils subjected to foundation loads occurs
primarily from the compression of the soil skeleton due to rearrangement of particles.
The permeability of coarse-grained soil is large enough to justify the assumption of
immediate excess pore pressure dissipation upon application of load. Settlement of
coarse-grained soil can also be induced by vibratory ground motion due to

earthquakes, blasting or machinery, or by soaking and submergence.

1.3 APPLICABILITY. Settlement estimates discussed in this publication are
applicable to cases where shear stresses are well below the shear strength of the soil.
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2. ANALYSIS OF STRESS CONDITIONS

2.1 MECHANICS OF CONSOLIDATION. See Figure 1. Superimposed loads develop
pore pressures in compressible strata exceeding the original hydrostatic pressures. As
pore pressure gradients force water from a compressible stratum, its volume

decreases, causing settlement.
2.2 INITIAL STRESSES. See Figure 2 for profiles of vertical stress in a compressible

stratum prior to construction. For equilibrium conditions with no excess hydrostatic

pressures, compute vertical effective stress as shown in Case 1, Figure 2.
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COMPUTATION OF SETTLEMENT

AN = SETTLEMENT FROM CONSCLIDATION

Ae = DECREASE IN VOID RATIO CORRESPONDING TO A
STRESS INCREASE FROM Pp TO(Ry + AP} AT THE
MID ~-HEIGHT OF THE LAYER H}.

IF Oa 1S DETERMINED DIRECTLY ON THE (8-LOGP)
CURVE FROM LABORATORY CONSOL|IDATION
TEST,AH IS COMPUTED AS FOLLOWS :

Qe ‘e!'i AH= ’eT.o-(H'l

IF COMPRESSION INDEX Cg IS INTERPRETED FROM
A SERIES OF SEMILOGARITHMIC {&-P) CURVES
OF CONSOLIDATION TESTS, AN (5 COMPUTED

AS FOLLOWS:
AN = _?ﬂ_:.l. (LOG M)
+80

AKX MAY BE COMPUTED FROM Qy THE SLOPE OF
ARITHMETIC (8 -P) CURVES, IN THE RANGE

FROM (Fp) TO(Ry + AP ):
Aw - OyOPHy . O43sce
I +80 V. TPy +AF/2

COMPUTATION OF TIME RATE OF CONSOLIDATION

U = AVERAGE PERCENT OF CONSOLIDATION COMPLETED AT
ANY TIME t AND DEPENDS ON THE DEGREE OF
DISSIPATION OF THE INITIAL HYDROSTATIC EXCESS
PORE WATER PRESSURES ug.

U AT ANY TIME IS MEASURED BY THE DIVISION OF THE AREA
UNDER THE INITIAL EXCESS PRESSURE DIAGRAM
BETWEEN EFFECTIVE STRESS AND PORE PRESSURE :
TR R,

Up Hy Ao +A,

THIS RELATIONSHIP IS EVALUATED BY THE THEORY OF
CONSOLIDATION AND IS EXPRESSED BY THE TIME FACTOR
Ty - TO DETERMINE U AS A FUNCTION OF TIME FACTOR,
USE CURVES OF FIGURE 9.

Tv s m

H = LENGTH OF LONGEST VERTICAL PATH FOR DRAINAGE
OF PORE WATER. FOR DRAINAGE TO PERVIOUS LAYERS
AT TOP AND BOTTOM OF COMPRESSIBLE STRATUM,

H=Ht/2,

. Paul Guyer

FICURE 1
Consolidarion Settlement Analysis

Figure 1

Consolidation Settlement Analysis
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Figure 2

Profiles of Vertical Stresses Before Compaction
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Figure 2 (continued)

Profiles of Vertical Stresses Before Compaction
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2.2.1 PRECONSOLIDATION. Stresses exceeding the present effective vertical
pressure of overburden produce preconsolidation (1) by the weight of material that
existed above the present ground surface and that has been removed by erosion,
excavation, or recession of glaciers, (2) by capillary stresses from desiccation, and (3)
by lower groundwater levels at some time in the past.

2.2.2 UNDERCONSOLIDATION. Compressible strata may be incompletely
consolidated under existing loads as a result of recent lowering of groundwater or
recent addition of fills or structural loads. Residual hydrostatic excess pore pressure

existing in the compressible stratum will dissipate with time, causing settlements.

2.2.3 EVALUATION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS. Determine consolidation condition
at start of construction by the following steps:

2.2.3.1 REVIEW THE DATA AVAILABLE on site history and geology to estimate
probable preconsolidation or underconsolidation.

2.2.3.2 COMPARE PROFILE of preconsolidation stress determined from laboratory

consolidation tests with the profile of effective over-burden pressures.

2.2.3.3 ESTIMATE PRECONSOLIDATION from c/P ratio, where c is the cohesion
(qu2) and P is the preconsolidation stress, using laboratory data from unconfined

compression test and Atterberg limits.

2.2.3.4 IF UNDERCONSOLIDATION IS INDICATED, install piezometers to measure

the magnitude of hydrostatic excess pore water pressures.

2.2.4 COMPUTATION OF ADDED STRESSES. Use the elastic solutions to
determine the vertical stress increment from applied loads. On vertical lines beneath
selected points in the loaded area, plot profiles of estimated preconsolidation and

effective overburden stress plus the increment of applied stress. See Figure 3 for

© J. Paul Guyer 2013 Page 8 of 76
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typical profiles. Lowering of groundwater during construction or regional drawdown
increases effective stress at the boundaries of the compressible stratum and initiates
consolidation. Stress applied by drawdown equals the reduction in buoyancy of
overburden corresponding to decrease in boundary water pressure. In developed
locations, settlement of surrounding areas from drawdown must be carefully evaluated

before undertaking dewatering or well pumping.

© J. Paul Guyer 2013 Page 9 of 76
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3. INSTANTANEOUS SETTLEMENT

3.1 IMMEDIATE SETTLEMENT OF FINE-GRAINED SOILS. Generally, the
instantaneous settlement results from elastic compression of clayey soil. For
foundations on unsaturated clay or highly overconsolidated clay, the elastic settlement
constitutes a significant portion of the total settlement. Immediate settlement Ay is

estimated as:

Ay =g xBX[(1-y2)/Eu] xI

g is applied uniform pressure; B is width of loaded area; | is combined shape and
rigidity factor; y is Poisson's ratio - ranges between 0.3 and 0.5, the higher value being
for saturated soil with no volume change during loading; and Ey is undrained modulus
obtained from laboratory or field (pressuremeter) tests. Table 1 (refer to Stresses and
Deflections in Foundations and Pavements, by Department of Civil Engineering,
University of California, Berkeley, CA) provides values of I. Empirical relationship
derived from field measurement may be used to determine Ey when actual test values
are not available; see Table 2 (refer to, An Engineering Manual For Settlement
Studies, by Duncan and Buchignani). Empirical correlations for estimation of OCR
(Over Consolidation Ratio) are available in the technical literature. If the factor of
safety against bearing failure is less than about 3, then the immediate settlement Ay is

modified as follows:

Ac = Asr

Ac = immediate settlement corrected to allow for partial yield condition
SR = Settlement Ratio

Determine SR from Figure 4 (refer to Initial Settlement of Structures on Clay, by
D'Appolonia, et al.). See Figure 5 for an example.

© J. Paul Guyer 2013 Page 10 of 76
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Computation of Total Settlement for Various Loading Conditions
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3.2. SETTLEMENT OF COARSE-GRAINED SOILS. This immediate settlement is a
function of the width and depth of footing, elevation of the water table, and the
modulus of vertical subgrade reaction (Ky;) within the depth affected by the footing.
Figure 6 may be used to estimate Ky, from the soil boring log, and to compute
anticipated settlement. For large footings where soil deformation properties vary
significantly with depth or where the thickness of granular soil is only a fraction of the
width of the loaded area, the method in Figure 6 may underestimate settlement.

3.3 TOTAL SETTLEMENT IN GRANULAR SOILS. Total settlement is the combined
effect of immediate and long-term settlements. A usually conservative estimate of
settlement can be made utilizing the method in Figure 7 (Refer to Static Cone to
Compute Static Settlement Over Sand, by Schmertmann). A review of methods
dealing with settlement of sands utilizing the standard penetration test results can be

found in Equivalent Linear Model for Predicting Settlements of Sand Bases, by Oweis.

© J. Paul Guyer 2013 Page 12 of 76
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Shape and Rigidity Factor | for Loaded Areas on an Elastic Half-Space of Infinite Depth

Shape and Rigidity Center Corner Edge/Middle of Average
Long Side
Circle (flexible) 1.00 0.64 0.85
Circle (rigid) 0.79 0.79 0.79
Square (flexible) 1.12 0.56 0.76 0.95
Square (rigid) 0.85 0.82 0.82 0.82
Rectangle (flexible)
Length/width
2
1.53 0.76 1.12 1.30
5
2.10 1.05 1.68 1.62
10
2.56 1.28 2.10 2.04
Rectangle (rigid)
Length/width
2
1.12 1.12 1.12 1.12
5
1.60 1.60 1.60 1.60
10
2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00
Table 1

Shape and Rigidity Factors | for Calculating Settlements

of Points on Loaded Areas at the Surface of an Elastic Half-Space

© J. Paul Guyer 2013
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TABLE 1 (continued)
Shape and Rigidity Factors I for Calculating Settlements
of Points on Loaded Areas at the Surface of an Elastic Half-Space

Shape and Rigidity Factor I for Loaded Areas
on an Elastic Half-Space of Limited Depth Over a Rigid Base

Center of Corner of Flexible Rectangular Area
Rigid Circular
Area
1B Diameter = B (strip)
L/B=1|L/B=2|L/B=235 L/B=10|L/B =
for v = 0,50
3] 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0,00
0.5 0.14 0.05 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.04
1.0 0.35 0,15 0.12 0.10 0.10 0.10
1.5 0.48 0.23 0.22 0.18 0.18 0.18
2.0 0.54 0.29 0.29 0.27 0.26 0.26
3.0 0,62 0.136 0.40" 0.39 0.38 0.37
5.0 0.69 0.44 0.52 0455 0.54 0.52
10.0 0.74 0.48 0.64 0.76 0.77 0.73
for v = 0,33
e 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
0.5 0.20 0.09 0.08 0.08 0,08 0.08
1.0 0.40 0.19 0.18 0.16 0.16 0.16
i L5 0.51 0.27 0.28 0.25 0.25 0.25
2.0 0.57 0.32 0.34 0.34 0.34 0.34
3.0 0.64 0.38 0.44 0.46 .45 0.45
5.0 0.70 0.46 0.56 0.60 .61 0.61
10,0 0,74 0.49 0.66 0.80 0.82 0.81
B
R 2

RIGID BASE

RECTANGLE CIRGLE
NOTATION FOR LOADED AREAS, SBHOWN IN FLAN VIEW

Table 1 (continued)
Shape and Rigidity Factors | for Calculating Settlements
of Points on Loaded Areas at the Surface of an Elastic Half-Space

© J. Paul Guyer 2013 Page 14 of 76
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TABLE 1 (continued)

Shape and Rigidity Factors I for Calculating Settlements
of Points on Loaded Areas at the Surface of an Elastic Half-Space

Example:

Compute immediate settlement at center of uniformly loaded area
(flexible) measuring 20' by 20'.

Calculate as the sum of the
inflwence values at the

corners of four equal-sided

rectargles.

# 20 8":.3'_'!.3:

Ey
q:4KSF, B0
» =05, Eus20KSF

-‘L.-{ H/8=1, L/B2I 1=QI5

S:4xi10x El;—-zﬁlxoa

4KSF ,
ki $0.22%

. E,720KSF
0 v:05

RIGID BASE

Table 1 (continued)

Shape and Rigidity Factors | for Calculating Settlements

of Points on Loaded Areas at the Surface of an Elastic Half-Space

© J. Paul Guyer
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APPLED STRESS RATIO, °/qu,,
q" applied stress H= thickness of elastic layer

Quit = uitimate bearing capacity B=wigth of foundation
f = initial shear stress ratio (see FIGURE 4b)
FICURE 4a

Relationship Between Settlement Ratio and Applied Stress Ratio
for Strip Foundarion on Homogeneous Isorropic Layer

Figure 4a
Relationship Between Settlement Ratio and Applied Stress Ratio

For Strip Foundation on Homogeneous Isotropic Layer

© J. Paul Guyer 2013 Page 16 of 76



http://www.pdhcenter.com/
http://www.pdhonline.org/

www.PDHcenter.com PDHonline Course C648 www.PDHonline.org

1 O T T T T T

O 08} 0
s N
< ,
o6
a
|&n aal LOW PI. v
—_
wn
x 02
<
£ ol I
& HIGH P.). ZZZZZZQZ
- -0.2
=

-0.4l. -

-06 1 i L 1 i

1 2 3 3 8 10

OVERCONSOLIDATION RATIO

FIGURE 4D
Relationship Between Initial Shear Stress and Overconsolidation Ratio

Figure 4b
Relationship Between Initial Shear Stress

And Overconsolidation Ratio
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Example:

Given LL = 58% Pl = 25% c = 1 KSF

Moderately consolidated clay, OCR <3

Depth to rigid layer (H) = 10.5 ft

y=05

Rigid strip footing, width = 7 ft g+appl, = 2.5 KSF
Find immediate settlement.

Ay =qxBx[(1-V?)/Ey] x|

| = 2.0 (Table 1) assume length/width [approximately] 10
From Table 2, E, = 600

Ey =600 x 1 = 600 KSF

Ay =2.5x7x[(1-0.5%/600] x 2.0 x 12 = 0.52 inches
Find factor of safety against bearing failure.
Fs=6.025=24<3.0

Correct for yield.

f=10.7 (Figure 4b)

Qappl / Qui = 0.42, HIB = 1.5

SR = 0.60 (Figure 4a)

Figure 5

www.PDHonline.org

g+ult, = 6 KSF

Example of Immediate Settlement Computations in Clay

© J. Paul Guyer 2013
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] 1
CLAY |VERY/SOFT MEDIUM STIEFE VERY STIFF
7| | STIFF
=0 I T Y
| | 2 | 3
UNCONFINED COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH gy .TSr
300 /
a o
”
¥ 200
~
S Ky~ FOR COARSE-GRAINED SOILS
= 8 ]
>
=
100 -
- -
RELATIVE DENSITY D,, PERCENT
ol® 0., a0 4o , *P ©
SaND |veamy LoOSE | roose | MEDIUM DEN SE |  oewse | veryoen
DEFNITIONS COARSE-GRAINED SOLS
AH* MMEDIATE SETTLEMENT OF FOOTING (MODULUS OF ELASTICITY INCREASING
Qa * FOOTMG UNIT LOAD IN tef LINEARLY WiTH DEPTH)
8 * FOOTING WIDTH SHALLOW FOOTINGS O =% B
FOR B % 20FT:
D * DEPTH OF FOOTING SELOW GROUND 4 q B*
SURFACE an = o 1
Kyr © MODULUS OF VERTICAL SUBGRADE FOR B = 40:::
REACTION 2
An; = Ky l’i i)t
INTERPOLATE FOR INTERMEDIAYE
VALUES CF 8
OEEP FOUNDATION D ¥ 58
FOR B I 20FT:
2 q8
aAwy = T
NOTES: ). NONPLASTIC SILT IS ANALYZED AS COARSE-GRAINED SOIL WITH MODULUS OF

ELASTICITY HNCREASING LINEARLY WITH DEPTH.

2. VALUES OF K,, SHOWN FOR COARSE-GRAINED SOILS APPLY TO DRY OR mOIST MATERIAL
WITH THE GROUNDWATER LEVEL AT A DEPTH OF AT LEAST | 5B BELOW BASE OF FOOT ING,
F GROUNDWATER |S AT BASE OF FOOTING, USE K,,/2 IN COMPUTING SETTLEMENT

A FOR CONTINUDOUS SOOTINGS MULTIPLY THE SETTLEMENT COMPUTED FOR wiDTH 8" 8y 2

FIGURE o
Instantaneous Settlement of Isclated Footings on Coarse-Grained Soils

Figure 6

Instantaneous Settlement of Isolated Footings on Coarse-Grained Soils
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DATA REQUIRED:

1. A profile of standard penetration resistance N (blows/ft) versus depth,
from the proposed foundation level to a depth of 2B, or to boundary of an incompressible layer,
whichever occurs first. Value of soil modulus Es is established using the following relationships.

Soil Type Es/N
Silts, sands silts, slightly cohesive silt-sand mixtures 4
Clean, fine to med, sands & slightly silty sands 7
Coarse sands & sands with little gravel 10
Sandy gravels and gravel 12

2. Least width of foundation = B, depth of embedment = D, and proposed average contact pressure = P.
3. Approximate unit weights of surcharge soils, and position of water table if within D.
4. If the static cone bearing value qc measured compute Es based on Es = 2 qc.

ANALYSIS PROCEDURE:

Refer to table in example problem for column numbers referred to by parenthesis:

1. Divide the subsurface soil profile into a convenient number of layers of any thickness, each with
constant N over the depth interval 0 to 2B below the foundation.

2. Prepare a table as illustrated in the example problem, using the indicated column headings. Fill in
columns 1, 2, 3 and 4 with the layering assigned in Step 1.

3. Multiply N values in column 3 by the appropriate factor Es/N (col. 4) to obtain values of Eg; place
values in column 5.

4. Draw an assumed 2B-0.6 triangular distribution for the strain influence factor I, along a scaled depth
of 0 to 2B below the foundation. Locate the depth of the mid-height of each of the layers assumed in
Step 2, and place in column 6. From this construction, determine the I; value at the mid-height of each
layer, and place in column 7.

Figure 7
Settlement of Footings Over Granular Soils: Example Computation

Using Schmertmann's Method
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5. Calculate (I;/Eg) AZ, and place in column 8. Determine the sum of
all values in column 8.

6. Total settlement = AH = C1C24p ?(—’E"-—-)Az,
where C; = 1 = 0.5 (po/Ap); C,zo.s embedment correction factor
C2 =1+ 0.2 log (10¢t) creep correction factor
Po = overburden pressure at foundation level

AP ™ net foundation pressure -increase

t

elaspsed time In years.

EXAMPLE PROBLEM:
GIVEN THE FOLLOWING SOIL SYSTEM AND CORRESPONDING STANDARD PENETRATION

TEST (SPT)DATA , DETERMINE THE AMOUNT OF ULTIMATE SETTLEMENT UNDER
A GIVEN FOOTING AND FOOTING LOAD:

ASSUMED
=06
STRESS
DISTRIBUTION

i . |

01 _0z 03 04 08 08 s
STRAIN INFLUENCE FACTOR, I,

et

STANDARD  PENETRATION TEST VALUE (N)

28: 12.0FYT.

OEFTH BELOW FOUMDATION LOAD (FT)

LAYER

FIGURE 7 (continued)
Settlement of Footings Over Granular Soils:
Example Computation Using Schmertmann's Method

© J. Paul Guyer 2013 Page 21 of 76



http://www.pdhcenter.com/
http://www.pdhonline.org/

www.PDHonline.org

SUOTITpuC) FUTPROT SNOTJEN 10] JUSWA 118§ [BI0] Jo ucjIeInduos

[TV 601} ¥ 4O LHOGHAMN 1y NESI IALTEIII

(g
e

% 300 WO
| QL F6YROM SSIUS 3V (Y)

" O OVON FHL SNONTEN RNLINUS
NO L3N M08 SI9WD SH

“T3ATT TWNERD SU QL Xve
350 QL G3MOTW AT W3R (S)

b

el e

NN 2

.

NOLLYOI
AOTR 5VRON SIS ¥
n. NOLYONOSNOTE 3A0RY 36V
- NI SSIS v &1 &g g 0L g mous
INOBSIAN00 NSKHIA ONY 3 0L 29 MO
U000 TR NOSSIMO3Y S

0 % WOUd (ESYIHON 1 SSILS
Q3Ndd¥ V0T JALINALS (¥)

PDHonline Course C648

www.PDHcenter.com

% 2018 m IQIVY AGALLYANGNGD TANY
FVADOM SS3LS 21 (b) : 4 $A 230 34075 ONNOB3Y NTY
> 07 SIHIVL NOSNWIX T 2d O g wond

3l = 4| GOV 3T TINSSIIND
“FUILONLS HOJ NOUYAYX3 (S}

(1T3MS)

.Nfr_uﬂ LMoy X10idvY ATIALLYIGNG
TV STHIVLONY NOISS 38 MOBY
% 1% S UGNTILLIS OMANSIY ' oL

FHVROS0 SSILS (§) 04 WOMS SSFLS SISYIHONI SIML
WIAM0T WXL HILWM(2Z)
o ba% B4 = NICUNGRIN0 INUSDA
(-0 —= - WY 40 SS3ULS INLB4d3 "M IWN6S34d
ol L5W 306 AR TLVONOSNIO

30 MWD} LAGAT LIS N3 SV H3AY) TISSRIGNC0

*HY ROHA X MTTE
FYRON SSLS TIVAS (2) NOLLIONOD TYLLINI (1)
INGRTLLIS 40 NOLVNGNGD NOLLONC) SS3uLS

Page 22 of 76

Figure 3
Computation of Total Settlement for Various Loading Conditions
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3.2. SETTLEMENT OF COARSE-GRAINED SOILS. This immediate settlement is a
function of the width and depth of footing, elevation of the water table, and the
modulus of vertical subgrade reaction (Ky;) within the depth affected by the footing.
Figure 6 may be used to estimate Ky, from the soil boring log, and to compute
anticipated settlement. For large footings where soil deformation properties vary
significantly with depth or where the thickness of granular soil is only a fraction of the
width of the loaded area, the method in Figure 6 may underestimate settlement.

3.3 TOTAL SETTLEMENT IN GRANULAR SOILS. Total settlement is the combined
effect of immediate and long-term settlements. A usually conservative estimate of
settlement can be made utilizing the method in Figure 7 (Refer to Static Cone to
Compute Static Settlement Over Sand, by Schmertmann). A review of methods
dealing with settlement of sands utilizing the standard penetration test results can be

found in Equivalent Linear Model for Predicting Settlements of Sand Bases, by Oweis.
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Shape and Rigidity Factor | for Loaded Areas on an Elastic Half-Space of Infinite Depth

Shape and Rigidity Center Corner Edge/Middle of Average
Long Side
Circle (flexible) 1.00 0.64 0.85
Circle (rigid) 0.79 0.79 0.79
Square (flexible) 1.12 0.56 0.76 0.95
Square (rigid) 0.85 0.82 0.82 0.82
Rectangle (flexible)
Length/width
2 1.53 0.76 1.12 1.30
5 2.10 1.05 1.68 1.62
10 2.56 1.28 2.10 2.04
Rectangle (rigid)
Length/width
2 1.12 1.12 1.12 1.12
5 1.60 1.60 1.60 1.60
10 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00
Table 1

Shape and Rigidity Factors | for Calculating Settlements

of Points on Loaded Areas at the Surface of an Elastic Half-Space

© J. Paul Guyer 2013
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TABLE 1 (continued)
Shape and Rigidity Factors I for Calculating Settlements
of Points on Loaded Areas at the Surface of an Elastic Half-Space

Shape and Rigidity Factor I for Loaded Areas
on an Elastic Half-Space of Limited Depth Over a Rigid Base
Center of Corner of Flexible Rectangular Area
Rigid Circular
Area
H/B Diameter = B (strip)
L/B=1|L/B=2|L/B=275 L/B=10|L/B =
for v = 0.50
[3] 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0,00
0.5 0.14 0.05 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.04
1.0 0.35 0,15 0.12 0.10 0.10 0.10
1.5 0.48 0.23 0.22 0.18 0.18 0,18
2.0 0.54 0.29 0.29 0.27 0.26 0.26
3.0 0,62 0.136 0.40° 0.39 0.38 0.37
5.0 0.69 G.44 0.52 0.55 0.54 0.52
10.0 0.74 0.48 0.64 0.76 0.77 0,73
for v = 0,33
(¢ 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
0.5 0.20 0.09 0.08 0.08 0,08 0.08
1.0 0,40 0.19 0.18 0.16 0.16 0.16
i 15 0.51 0.27 0.28 0.25 0.25 0.25
2,0 0.57 0.32 0.34 0.34 0.34 0.34
3.0 0.64 0.38 0.44 0.46 .45 0.45
5.0 0.70 0.46 0.56 0.60 G.61 0.61
10,0 0,74 0.49 0.66 0.80 0.82 0.81
B
f—B o .
H
-
RIGID BASE
RECTANGLE CIRCLE
NOTATION FOR LOADED AREAS, SBHOWN IN FLAN VIEW

Table 1 (continued)
Shape and Rigidity Factors | for Calculating Settlements
of Points on Loaded Areas at the Surface of an Elastic Half-Space
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TABLE 1 (continued)

Shape and Rigidity Factors I for Calculating Settlements
of Points on Loaded Areas at the Surface of an Elastic Half-Space

Example:

Compute immediate settlement at center of uniformly loaded area
(flexible) measuring 20' by 20'.

Calculate as the sum of the
inflwence values at the

corners of four equal-sided

rectargles.

# 20 8":“3'_'!3:

Ey
q:4KSF,B=0"
» =05, Eus20KSF

...L..‘ H/8:1, L/B=l 1:QI5

S=4x10x El'—-—zﬁlxob

4KSF ,
ki :0.225

. E,720KSF
0 v:05

RIGID BASE

Table 1 (continued)

Shape and Rigidity Factors | for Calculating Settlements

of Points on Loaded Areas at the Surface of an Elastic Half-Space

© J. Paul Guyer

2013
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APPLIED STRESS RATIO, "/q“"
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APPLEED STRESS RATIO, "/qu,,
q- applied stress H= thickness of elastic layer

Quit = uitimate bearing capacity B=wigth of foundation
f = initial shear stress ratio (see FIGURE 4b)
FICURE 4a

Relationship Between Settlement Ratio and Applied Stress Ratio
for Strip Foundarion on Homogeneous Isorropic Layer

Figure 4a
Relationship Between Settlement Ratio and Applied Stress Ratio

For Strip Foundation on Homogeneous Isotropic Layer
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OVERCONSOLIDATION RATIO

FIGURE 4b
Relationship Between Initial Shear Stress and Overconsolidation Ratio

Figure 4b
Relationship Between Initial Shear Stress

And Overconsolidation Ratio
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Example:

Given LL = 58% Pl = 25% c = 1 KSF

Moderately consolidated clay, OCR <3

Depth to rigid layer (H) = 10.5 ft

y=05

Rigid strip footing, width = 7 ft g+appl, = 2.5 KSF
Find immediate settlement.

Ay =qxBx[(1-V?)/Ey] x|

| = 2.0 (Table 1) assume length/width [approximately] 10
From Table 2, E, = 600

Ey =600 x 1 = 600 KSF

Ay =2.5x7x[(1-0.5%/600] x 2.0 x 12 = 0.52 inches
Find factor of safety against bearing failure.
Fs=6.025=24<3.0

Correct for yield.

f=10.7 (Figure 4b)

Qappl / Qui = 0.42, HIB = 1.5

SR = 0.60 (Figure 4a)

Figure 5

www.PDHonline.org

g+ult, = 6 KSF

Example of Immediate Settlement Computations in Clay

© J. Paul Guyer 2013
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ol® -2 - AR, ) L *P w0l
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COARSE-GRAINED SOUS

D" MMEDATE SETTLEMENT OF FOOTING (MODULUS OF ELASTICITY INCREASING
a = FOOTMNG UNIT LOAD IN rtef LINEARLY WITH DEPTH)
8 * FOOTING WIDTH SHALLOW FOOTINGS O =& B©

FOR B » 20FT!:

D * DEPTH OF FOOTING BELOW OROUND s q B*
SURFACE oM = = 7

Kyy © MODULUS OF VERTICAL SUBGRADE FOR B = 40FT:
REACTION
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o = g te T
INTERPOLATE FOR INTERMEDIAYE
VALUES OF @
DEEP FOUNDATION D ¥ 88
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an < g twT Ty
NOTES. |. NONPLASTIC SILT IS ANALYZED AS COARSE-GRAINED SO WITH
ELASTICITY MCREASING LINEARLY WITH DEPTH.
2. VALUES OF K, SHOWN FOR COARSE-GRAINED SOILS APPLY TO DRY OR mMOIST MATERIAL
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3 FOR CONTINUOUS FOOTINGS MULTIPLY THE SETTLEMENT COMPUTED FOR WIDTH"a"ay 2
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FIGURE ©
Instantaneous Settlement of Isclated Footings on Coarse-Grained Soils

Figure 6

Instantaneous Settlement of Isolated Footings on Coarse-Grained Soils
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DATA REQUIRED:

1. A profile of standard penetration resistance N (blows/ft) versus depth,
from the proposed foundation level to a depth of 2B, or to boundary of an incompressible layer,
whichever occurs first. Value of soil modulus Es is established using the following relationships.

Soil Type Es/N
Silts, sands silts, slightly cohesive silt-sand mixtures 4
Clean, fine to med, sands & slightly silty sands 7
Coarse sands & sands with little gravel 10
Sandy gravels and gravel 12

2. Least width of foundation = B, depth of embedment = D, and proposed average contact pressure = P.
3. Approximate unit weights of surcharge soils, and position of water table if within D.
4. If the static cone bearing value qc measured compute Es based on Es = 2 qc.

ANALYSIS PROCEDURE:

Refer to table in example problem for column numbers referred to by parenthesis:

1. Divide the subsurface soil profile into a convenient number of layers of any thickness, each with
constant N over the depth interval 0 to 2B below the foundation.

2. Prepare a table as illustrated in the example problem, using the indicated column headings. Fill in
columns 1, 2, 3 and 4 with the layering assigned in Step 1.

3. Multiply N values in column 3 by the appropriate factor Es/N (col. 4) to obtain values of Eg; place
values in column 5.

4. Draw an assumed 2B-0.6 triangular distribution for the strain influence factor I, along a scaled depth
of 0 to 2B below the foundation. Locate the depth of the mid-height of each of the layers assumed in
Step 2, and place in column 6. From this construction, determine the I; value at the mid-height of each
layer, and place in column 7.

Figure 7
Settlement of Footings Over Granular Soils: Example Computation

Using Schmertmann's Method
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5. Calculate (I,/Eg) AZ, and place in column 8. Determine the sum of
all values in column 8.

6. Total settlement = AH = C1C4p ?(%‘;—)Az,
where C; = 1 = 0.5 (po/Ap); c,3Q5 embedment correction factor
Co = 1+ 0.2 log (10t) creep correction factor
Po = overburden pressure at foundation level
AP ™ net foundation pressure -increase

t

elaspsed time In vears.

EXAMPLE PROBLEM:
GIVEN THE FOLLOWING SOIL SYSTEM AND CORRESPONDING STANDARD PENETRATION

TEST (SPT)DATA ,DETERMINE THE AMOUNT OF ULTIMATE SETTLEMENT UNDER
A GIVEN FOOTING AND FOOTING LOAD:

Pz -

i o
e ~ o e
=d e |

T v
« 0! 02 03 04 08 08 -
STRAIN INFLUENCE FACTOR, I,

—_—

%

STANDARD  PENETRATION TEST VALUE (N)

=
dic

28: 12.0FT.

OEPTH BELOW FOUMDATION LOAD (FT)

FIGURE 7 (continued)
Settlement of Footings Over Granular Soils:
Example Computation Using Schmertmann's Method

Nomograph for Consolidation with Vertical Drainage

. Paul Guyer 2013 Page 32 of 76



http://www.pdhcenter.com/
http://www.pdhonline.org/

www.PDHcenter.com PDHonline Course C648 www.PDHonline.org

5. Calculate (I;/Eg) AZ, and place in column 8. Determine the sum of
all values in column 8.

6. Total settlement = AH = C1C24p ?(%‘;—-)AZ,
where C; = 1 = 0.5 (po/Ap); c|3Q5 embedment correction factor
Co =1+ 0.2 log (10¢t) creep correction factor
Po = overburden pressure at foundation level

AP ™ net foundation pressure -increase

t elaspsed time In vears.

EXAMPLE PROBLEM:
GIVEN THE FOLLOWING SOIL SYSTEM AND CORRESPONDING STANDARD PENETRATION

TEST (SPT)DATA ,DETERMINE THE AMOUNT OF ULTIMATE SETTLEMENT UNDER
A GIVEN FOOTING AND FOOTING LOAD:

Pz -

i o
o ~ o erwamon
=d e |

T 2 2
« 0! 02 03 04 08 08 -
STRAIN INFLUENCE FACTOR, I,

—_—

%

STANDARD  PENETRATION TEST VALUE (N)

=
dic

28: 12.0FT.

OEPTH BELOW FOUMDATION LOAD (FT)

FIGURE 7 (continued)
Settlement of Footings Over Granular Soils:
Example Computation Using Schmertmann's Method
Figure 7 (continued)
Settlement of Footings Over Granular Soils:

Example Computation Using Schmertmann’s Method
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4. PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SETTLEMENTS.

4.1 PRIMARY CONSOLIDATION.

4.1.1 CONSOLIDATION SETTLEMENT. For conditions where excess pore
pressures are developed during the application of load and if preconsolidation stress is
determined reliably, total settlement can be predicted with reasonable accuracy. The
percentage error is greatest for settlement from recompression only. In this case an
overestimate may result unless high quality undisturbed samples are used for

consolidation tests.

4.1.1.1. TYPICAL LOADING CYCLE. See Figure 3 for loading sequence in building
construction. Foundation excavation can cause swell and heave. Application of a
structural load recompresses subsoil and may extend consolidation into the virgin
range. Stress changes are plotted on a semi-logarithmic pressure-void ratio e-log p

curve similar to that shown in Figure 3.

4.1.1.2 PRESSURE-VOID RATIO DIAGRAM. Determine the appropriate e-log p
curve to represent average properties of compressible stratum from consolidation
tests. The e-log p curve may be interpreted from straight line virgin compression and
recompression slopes intersecting at the preconsolidation stress. Draw e-log p curve

to conform to these straight lines as shown in Figure 3.

4.1.1.3 MAGNITUDE OF CONSOLIDATION SETTLEMENT. Compute settlement
magnitude from change in void ratio corresponding to change in stress from initial to
final conditions, obtained from the e-log p curve (Figure 3). To improve the accuracy of
computations divide the clay layer into a number of sublayers for computing
settlement. Changes in compressibility of the stratum and existing and applied
stresses can be dealt with more accurately by considering each sublayer
independently and then finding their combined effect.
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4.1.1.4 PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES of Cc can be made using the correlations in
Table 3.

4.1.2 CORRECTIONS TO MAGNITUDE OF CONSOLIDATION SETTLEMENTS.
Settlements computed for overconsolidated clays by the above procedures may give
an overestimate of the settlement. Correct consolidation settlement estimate as

follows:

Hc =a (W - AH)oc

Hc = corrected consolidation settlement

a = function of overconsolidation ratio (OCR)

OCR = preconsolidation pressure/overburden pressure (Pc/Po)

([W-A]H)oc = calculated settlement resulting from stress increment of Po to Pc

and the width of loaded area and thickness of compressible stratum (See Figure 8 for
values and refer to Estimating Consolidation Settlements of Shallow Foundation on

Overconsolidated Clay, by Leonards.)

Cc =0.009 (LL - 10%) inorganic soils, with sensitivity less than 4
Cc =0.0115 w,, organic soils, peat *

Cc =1.15 (e+o, - 0.35) all clays *

Cc=(1 +ep)(0.1 + [w, - 25] 0.006) varved clays *

W, is natural moisture content, LL is water content at liquid limit and eq is initial void ratio.

Table 3
Estimates of Coefficient of Consolidation (Cc)
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FIGURE 8
Relation Between Settlement Ratio and Overconsolidation Ratio

Figure 8

Relation Between Settlement Ratio and Overconsolidation Ratio
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4.2 TIME RATE OF PRIMARY CONSOLIDATION.

4.2.1 APPLICATION. Settlement time rate must be determined for foundation
treatment involving either acceleration of consolidation or preconsolidation before
construction of structure. Knowledge of settlement rate or percent consolidation
completed at a particular time is important in planning remedial measures on a

structure damaged by settlement.

4.2.2 TIME RATE OF CONSOLIDATION. Where pore water drainage is essentially
vertical, the ordinary one dimensional theory of consolidation defines the time rate of
settlement. Using the coefficient of consolidation ¢y compute percent consolidation
completed at specific elapsed times by the time factor Ty curves of Figure 9 (upper
panel), refer to, Soils and Geology, Procedures for Foundation Design of Buildings and
Other Structures (Except Hydraulic Structures), DOD. . For vertical sand drains use
Figure 10 (upper panel, same reference). For preliminary estimates, the empirical

correlation for cy may be used.

4.2.2.1 EFFECT OF PRESSURE DISTRIBUTION. Rate of consolidation is influenced
by the distribution of the pressures which occur throughout the depth of the
compressible layer. For cases where the pressures are uniform or vary linearly with
depth, use Figure 9 which includes the most common pressure distribution. The
nomograph in Figure 11 may be used for this case. For nonlinear pressure
distribution, refer to Soil Mechanics in Engineering Practice, by Terzaghi and Peck, to

obtain the time factor.

4.2.2.2 ACCURACY OF PREDICTION. Frequently the predicted settlement time is

longer than that observed in the field for the following reasons:

4.2.2.2.1 THEORETICAL CONDITIONS ASSUMED for the consolidation analysis

frequently do not hold in situ because of intermediate lateral drainage, anisotropy in
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permeability, time dependency of real loading, and the variation of soil properties with
effective stress. Two or three dimensional loading increases the time rate of
consolidation. Figure 12 gives examples of how the width of the loaded area and
anistropy in permeability can affect the consolidation rate substantially. As the ratio of
the thickness of the compressible layer to the width of the loaded area increases, the
theory tends to overestimate the time factor. For deposits such as some horizontal
varved clays where continuous seams of high permeability are present, consolidation
can be expected to be considerably faster than settlement rates computed based on

the assumption of no lateral drainage.

4.2.2.2.2 THE COEFFICIENT OF CONSOLIDATION, as determined in the laboratory,
decreases with sample disturbance. Predicted settlement time tends to be greater than

actual time.
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(|)Fon m% PRIMAR IDATION :
= mﬁ‘ 208921 351 g35m
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BHggr* Ca ¥y LOG &ﬂ- }+001 (2)()L0610) 192 .

tey [Ty TIME FCTOR POR VERTICAL DRAINAGE .
(3) TIME - CONSOLIDATION RELATIONSHI! Ty s —%
Le2030 Ty DAYS = TIME FOLLOWING LOADING.
T, 289 Lo TIME NG LOADING

USE UPPER PANEL FORT, v8 U. PLOT SETTLEMENT v8 TIME-SEE CURVE(D) IN FIGURE 10 (LOWER PANEL)

FIGURE 9
Time Rate of Consolidatien fer Vertical Drainage
Due to Instantaneous Loading

Figure 9
Time Rate of Consolidation for Vertical Drainage

Due to Instantaneous Loading
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Vertical Sand Drains and Settlement Time Rate
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Figure 10

Vertical Sand Drains and Settlement Time Rate

© J. Paul Guyer 2013 Page 40 of 76



http://www.pdhcenter.com/
http://www.pdhonline.org/

www.PDHonline.org

PDHonline Course C648

www.PDHcenter.com

23euTRig TRP7213) WITM UCTIBPITOsuC) 10J Gdeadowoy

1T 291
‘1430 HLIM LNVISNOO 0 S350 QU SV HAHOMON
023 S1 NS HIIWM 304 55303 SSIOIML NUVYLS oo
A TOVNIVHO TS S0 SISV 80 200300 350 JVNVHO M [
o] BO'MLA30 MU HYIN(SI 3SSINd | -OML SYH WLYHLS TIBISSIANCD 31 2
NI 04 SSXF 90 MOLNGRLLS NILLYHLS ¥ 50 JNNIVNO
9_ WILIN FEM IVNY0 600 AVM-3H0 QL STNAAY HAVHOONON | 0g 2 v
) STION - 200
QIA_ 9
m N o
g ¢ e o
] (3HN03Y SY SNOLLVH340 [ B
i 40 KNS INISIAT SIMVA ’ 0]} 3
4 NRONINN HSTIIVLST G WAVO NMONY § % 900 &
1 OWISN EINNYIN Y TINS ¥ NI (30086 € \nso z
"IN 100 @
3 N (OLUVA NSS4 H3IYM 0 o 500
002 SSI3 JVH3AY HO0) NOUYONOS 600 O
. -N0D 40 T80 NN L K ) 000 §
ATIVA IS0 4’5 LNIOd NVLBO 0 T -
00 QLG LNIOS HONOWAL 3N LHOVILS S
11 VSSW(v 1N0d) NQYOT E3L4Y " E 3
0oF- L asvanane s wows 2 ) o 5 s E
2 005 —f====INI" LHOdaNS FH1ND £ LN1Od HSI % W mO
< @] -s30U(2.100d) v ivn E
1 N0 INUWH WALLYILS ITISSIHINCO F-080
TP 20 SSMDOML HLOW (1 LNOI) ¥ o0 o L ¢
000K o NIMLBINTLMOMUSY W | | i i TIEISSIANGD S0 SSIHAOML [ e
A SOV SYCINYANYLSNI 5
1, LY IWNGAR Y LY NOLYONOSN) 080
{0 T30 2MGAY L INMEL O o0
% T} 3
82#” : ” F 060
%am nm INT LOddNS
o Eu.n;.: L a3 ouve 3unssaue
oo NOLLYGITOSNOD 40 334830 VAV WALV T40d S FNUIAY

SAKDSHVIA SNV 04 LNGNOTSENS IMLL 0354V T3

Figure 11

Nomograph for Consolidation with Vertical Drainage
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Figure 12
Effect of Drainage Conditions on Time Rate of Consolidation

4.2.2.2.3 GRADUAL LOAD APPLICATION. If construction time is appreciable
compared to time required for primary consolidation, use the time factors of Figure 13

to determine consolidation rate during and following construction.
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4.2.2.2.4 COEFFICIENT OF CONSOLIDATION FROM FIELD MEASUREMENTS.
Where piezometers are installed to measure pore water pressure under the applied

loads, cy is computed as shown in Figure 14.

4.2.3 TIME RATE OF MULTI-LAYER CONSOLIDATION. If a compressible stratum
contains layers of different overall properties, use the procedure of Figure 15 to

determine overall settlement time rate.

4.3 SECONDARY COMPRESSION.

4.3.1 LABORATORY e-LOG p CURVE. A laboratory e-log p curve includes an
amount of secondary compression that depends on duration of test loads. Secondary
compression continues exponentially with time without definite termination. Thus, total
or ultimate settlement includes secondary compression to a specific time following

completion of primary consolidation.

4.3.2 SETTLEMENT COMPUTATION. Compute settlement from secondary

compression following primary consolidation as follows:

Hsec = Cq (Hy) (l0g [tsec/tr]

where:

Hsec = settlement from secondary compression

Cq = coefficient of secondary compression expressed by the strain per log cycle
of time

H; = thickness of the compressible stratum

Tsec = useful life of structure or time for which settlement is significant

T, = time of completion of primary consolidation
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See example in Figure 9 for calculating the secondary settlement. The parameter C
can be determined from laboratory consolidation tests; for preliminary estimates, the
correlations in Figure 16 may be used. This relationship is applicable to a wide range

of soils such as inorganic plastic clays, organic silts, peats, etc.

4.3.3 COMBINING SECONDARY AND PRIMARY CONSOLIDATION. If secondary
compression is important, compute the settlement from primary consolidation
separately, using an e-log p curve that includes only compression from primary
consolidation. For each load increment in the consolidation test, compression is
plotted versus time (log scale). The compression at the end of the primary portion

(rather than 24 hours) may be used to establish e-log p curve.
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FIGURE 13

Time Rate of Consolldaticn for Cradual Load Application

Figure 13

Time Rate of Consolidation for Gradual Load Application
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Coefficient of Consolidation from Field Measurements

Figure 14
Coefficient of Consolidation from Field Measurements
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Example:

Thickness of clay layer H; = 66 ft, Drainage - top & bottom

H=66/2 =33 ft

Depth of piezometer below top of compressible layer = 21 ft
Applied external load [W-A]p = 1.5 KSF

Initial excess pore water pressure = U, = [W-A]p = 1.5 KSF

Excess pore pressure after time t; = 15 days, Ue(15) = 20 ft = Uenr
Excess pore pressure after time t; = 100 days, Ue(100) = 14 ft = Uero
Piezometer measure Up = 24 feet of water +21 ft (initial static head) for a total of 45 ft.
Z/H =0.21/0.33 = 0.64

Consolidation ratio at time t; = 15 days = (uz)t; =1 - 20/24 = 0.17
Consolidation ratio at time t; = 100 days = (ux)t; = 1 - 14/24 = 0.47
From above graph T, = 0.11 (point A), T, = 0.29 (point B)

Cv = [(0.29 - 0.11)/(100-15)] x (33)? = 231 ft*/day

FIGURE 14 (continued)
Coefficient of Consolidation from Field Measurements

© J. Paul Guyer 2013 Page 47 of 76



http://www.pdhcenter.com/
http://www.pdhonline.org/

www.PDHcenter.com PDHonline Course C648 www.PDHonline.org

For a soil system containing n layers with properties C,; (coefficient of consolidation)
and H; (layer thickness), convert the system to one equivalent layer with equivalent
properties, using the following procedure:

1. Select any layer i, with properties ¢, = ¢;, H = H;

2. Transform the thickness of every other layer to an equivalent thickness of a layer
possessing the soil properties of layer i, as follows:

H'1 = [(H1)(cvw) ey
H'2 = [(H2)(cv2) )/cye
H'n = [(Hn)(Cun) ™)/
3. Calculate the total thickness of the equivalent layer:
Hp=H'i+ Hy + . +H + L+ HY

4. Treat the system as a single layer of thickness H'r, possessing a coefficient of
consolidation ¢, = cy;

5. Determine values of percent consolidation (U) at various times (t) for total thickness
(H'7) using nomograph in Figure 11.

Figure 15
Procedure for Determining the Rate of Consolidation

for All Soil Systems Containing "N" layers
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EXAMPLE OF COMPUTATION OF RATE OF CONSOLIDATION FOR A MULT!- LAYERED SYSTEM:

LAYERED SYSTEM:

ACTUAL STRATIFICATION

. . TIPS SO e
PR A ety Al dhad e

LAYER A My= 14 FT
LAYER B Hg 6FT

VALENT STRATIFICATION

T S 4

S s

LAYER A P&-H%*!&O FT.

PR IO TR R TR BEAATEAE N AR ox

KNOWN APPLICABLE SOIL PROPERTIES:
LAYER A:
cva =004 FT2/pay
LAYER B:
cvg = 1.20 FT%DaY
ASSUME : DOUBLE DRAINAGE
DETERMINATION OF EQUIVALENT LAYER THICKNESS
I. ASSUME AN EQUIVALENT LAYER POSSESSING THE PROPERTIES OF SOIL A,
2 EQUIVALENT THICKNESS KT =HA4-H'B V2
Cv,
SHa+Hg (?v‘s-)

N 004 /2
=14+6 ( 1,20’

= |4+)10
_ Hy =ISI0FT.
3. DETERMINE U FROM FIGURE Il ,ag. AT 120.25 YEARS,USING H=(15.10)/2=755FT.
(DRAINAGE PATH ASSUMING DOUBLE DRAINAGE ) AND cva = 004 FT2/DAY, U=29.1%

FIGURE 15 (continued)
Procedure for Determining the Rate of Consolidation
for ALl Soil Systems Containing “N" Lavers

Figure 15 (continued)
Procedure for Determining the Rate of Consolidation

for All Soil Systems Containing “N” Layers
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Figure 16

Coefficient of Secondary Compression as Related to Natural Water Content
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4.4 SANITARY LANDFILL. Foundations on sanitary landfills will undergo extensive
settlements, both total and distortional, which are extremely difficult to predict.
Settlements result not only from compression of the underlying materials, but also from
the decomposition of organic matter. Gases in landfill areas are health and fire
hazards. A thorough study is necessary when utilizing sanitary landfill areas for

foundations.

4.5 PEAT AND ORGANIC SOILS. Settlements in these soils are computed in a
similar manner as for fine-grained soils. However, the primary consolidation takes
place rapidly and the secondary compression continues for a long period of time and

contributes much more to the total settlement.
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5. TOLERABLE AND DIFFERENTIAL SETTLEMENT

5.1 APPLICATIONS. For an important structure, compute total settlement at a
sufficient number of points to establish the overall settlement pattern. From this
pattern, determine the maximum scope of the settlement profile or the greatest

difference in settlement between adjacent foundation units.

5.2. APPROXIMATE VALUES. Because of natural variation of soil properties and
uncertainty on the rigidity of structure and thus actual loads transmitted to foundation
units, empirical relationships have been suggested to estimate the differential
settlements (or angular distortion) in terms of total settlement (refer to Structure Soil
Interaction, by Institution of Civil Engineers). Terzaghi and Peck, page 489) suggested
that for footings on sand, differential settlement is unlikely to exceed 75% of the total
settlement. For clays, differential settlement may in some cases approach the total

settlement.

5.3 TOLERABLE SETTLEMENT.

5.3.1 CRITERIA. Differential settlements and associated rotations and tilt may cause
structural damage and could impair the serviceability and function of a given structure.
Under certain conditions, differential settlements could undermine the stability of the
structure and cause structural failure. Table 4 ( Allowable Settlements of Structures, by
Bjerrum) provides some guidelines to evaluate the effect of settlement on most

structures. Table 5 provides guidelines for tanks and other facilities.

5.3.2 REDUCTION OF DIFFERENTIAL SETTLEMENT EFFECTS. Settlement that
can be completed during the early stages of construction, before placing sensitive
finishes, generally will not contribute to structural distress. In buildings with light frames
where large differential settlements may not harm the frame, make special provisions

to avoid damage to utilities or operating equipment. Isolate sensitive equipment, such
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as motor-generator sets within the structure, on separate rigidly supported

foundations. Provide flexible couplings for utility lines at critical locations.
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TABLE 5
Tolerable Differential Settlement for Miscellaneous Structures

STRUCTURE TOLERABLE OISTORTION
: Lo o B
L
A, WNREINFORCED LOAD BEARING BAGGING O mex
wALLS FOR LM <3 T * 1/3800 e 1/2800
(Lond W ore respectively FOR L/H >8 A{"— * 1/2000% 1/i250
length ond height of the HOGBING
wall from top of footing) FOR LM = | A:‘" « 1/8000
FORL/H = & ﬁ_rg. s ‘/”oo
B. JOINTED RGO CONCRETE PRESSURE CONDUITS
(MAXIMUM ANGLE CHANGE AT JONT 2 TO 4 1/e8
TIMES AVERAGE SLOPE OF SETTLEMENT
PROFILE. LONGITUDINAL EXTENSION
AFFECTS DAMAGE.)
€. CRMCULAR STEEL PETROLEUN OR B < /300
FLUID STORAGE TANKS. ‘/. |/°0°'0 ./soo
A | < 0
PONTS ON TANK PERIMETER l\l/l/'
N i i k |
1T T A
8 '1 % A s S
—L—
/
L] BEST FIT
SINE CURVE " 4 ¢ b
OBSERVED SETTLEMENTS -
— \b/
— —
* (8] — ‘_L’T.‘ FOUNDATION  MOVEMENTS

Table 5

Tolerable Differential Settlement for Miscellaneous Structures
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5.4 EFFECT OF STRUCTURE RIGIDITY. Computed differential settlement is less
accurate than computed total or average settlement because the interaction between
the foundation elements and the supporting soil is difficult to predict. Complete rigidity
implies uniform settlement and thus no differential settlement. Complete flexibility
implies uniform contact pressure between the mat and the soil. Actual conditions are
always in between the two extreme conditions. However, depending on the magnitude
of relative stiffness as defined below, mats can be defined as rigid or flexible for

practical purposes.

5.4.1 UNIFORMLY LOADED CIRCULAR RAFT. In the case where the raft has a
frictionless contact with an elastic half space (as soil is generally assumed to

represent), the relative stiffness is defined as:

R = radius of the raft, t = thickness of raft, subscripts r and s refer to raft and soil, u =

Poission's ratio and E = Young's modulus.
For K, < =0.08, raft is considered flexible and for K, < = 5.0 raftis considered rigid. For
intermediate stiffness values see Numerical Analyses of Uniformly Loaded Circular

Rafts on Elastic Layers of Finite Depth, by Brown.

5.4.2 UNIFORMLY LOADED RECTANGULAR RAFT. For frictionless contact
between the raft and soil, the stiffness factor is defined as:

B = width of the foundation. Other symbols are defined in 5.4.1.
For K, < = 0.05, raft is considered flexible and for K+r, >/= 10, raft is considered rigid.

For intermediate stiffness values see Numerical Analysis of Rectangular Raft on

Layered Foundations, by Frazer and Wardle.
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6. METHODS OF REDUCING OR ACCELERATING SETTLEMENT
6.1 GENERAL. See Table 6 for methods of minimizing consolidation settlements.
These include removal or displacement of compressible material and preconsolidation

in advance of final construction.

6.2 REMOVAL OF COMPRESSIBLE SOILS. Consider excavation or displacement

of compressible materials for stabilization of fills that must be placed over soft strata.
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Method \ Comment
Procedures for linear fills on swamps or compressible surface stratum:
Excavation of soft material When compressible foundation soils

extend to depth of about 10 to 15 ft, it may
be practicable to remove entirely. Partial
removal is combined with various
methods of displacing remaining soft
material.

Displacement by weight of fill Complete displacement is obtained only
when compressible foundation is thin and
very soft. Weight displacement is
combined with excavation of shallow
material.

Jetting to facilitate displacement For a sand or gravel fill, jetting within the

fill reduces its rigidity and promotes shear
failure to displace soft foundation. Jetting
within soft foundation weakens it to assist
in displacement.

Blasting by trench or shooting methods Charge is placed directly in front of
advancing fill to blast out a trench into
which the fill is forced by the weight of
surcharge built up at its point. Limited to
depths not exceeding about 20 ft.

Blasting by relief method Used for building up fill on an old roadway
or for fills of plastic soil. Trenches are
blasted at both toes of the fill slopes,
relieving confining pressure and allowing
fill to settle and displace underlying soft
materials

Blasting by underfill method Charge is placed in soft soil underlying fill
by jetting through the fill at a preliminary
stage of its buildup. Blasting loosens
compressible material, accelerating
settlement and facilitating displacement to
the sides. In some cases relief ditches are
cut or blasted at toe of the fill slopes.
Procedure is used in swamp deposits up
to 30 ft thick.

Table 6
Methods of Reducing or Accelerating Settlement or Coping with Settlement
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Method

Comment

Procedures for preconsolidation of soft foundations

Surcharge fill

Used where compressible stratum is
relatively thin and sufficient time is
available for consolidation under
surcharge load. Surcharge material may
be placed as a stockpile for use later in
permanent construction. Soft foundation
must be stable against shear failure under
surcharge load.

Accelerating consolidation by vertical
drains

Used where tolerable settlement of the
completed structure is small, where time
available for preconsolidation is limited,
and surcharge fill is reasonably
economical. Soft foundation must be
stable against shear failure under
surcharge load.

Vertical sand drains with or without
surcharge fill

Used to accelerate the time for
consolidation by providing shorter
drainage paths.

Wellpoints placed in vertical sand drains

Used to accelerate consolidation by
reducing the water head, thereby
permitting increased flow into the sand
drains. Particularly useful where potential
instability of soft foundation restricts
placing of surcharge or where surcharge
is not economical.

Vacuum method

Variation of wellpoint in vertical sand drain
but with a positive seal at the top of the
sand drain surrounding the wellpoint pipe.
Atmospheric pressure replaces surcharge
in consolidating soft foundations.

Balancing load of structure by excavation

Utilized in connection with mat or raft
foundations on compressible material or
where separate spread footings are
founded in suitable bearing material
overlying compressible stratum. Use of
this method may eliminate deep
foundations, but it requires very thorough
analysis of soil compressibility and heave.

Table 6 (continued)

Methods of Reducing or Accelerating Settlement or Coping with Settlement
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6.2.1 REMOVAL BY EXCAVATION. Organic swamp deposits with low shear
strength and high compressibility should be removed by excavation and replaced by
controlled fill. Frequently these organic soils are underlain by very loose fine sands or
silt or soft clayey silts which may be adequate for the embankment foundation and not
require replacement. Topsoil is usually stripped prior to placement of fills; however,
stripping may not be required for embankments higher than 6 feet as the settlement
from the upper 1/2 foot of topsoil is generally small and takes place rapidly during
construction period. However, if the topsoil is left in place, the overall stability of the
embankment should be checked assuming a failure plane through the topsoil.

6.2.2 DISPLACEMENT. Partial excavation may be accompanied by displacement of
the soft foundation by the weight of fill. The advancing fill should have a steep front
face. The displacement method is usually used for peat and muck deposits. This
method has been used successfully in a few cases for soft soils up to 65 feet deep.
Jetting in the fill and various blasting methods are used to facilitate displacement.
Fibrous organic materials tend to resist displacement resulting in trapped pockets
which may cause differential settlement.

6.3 BALANCING LOAD BY EXCAVATION. To decrease final settlement, within an
excavation that is carried to a depth at which the weight of overburden, removed

partially or completely, balances the applied load.

6.3.1 COMPUTATION OF TOTAL SETTLEMENT. In this case, settlement is derived
largely from recompression. The amount of recompression is influenced by magnitude

of heave and magnitude of swell in the unloading stage.

6.3.2 EFFECT OF DEWATERING. If drawdown for dewatering extends well below
the planned subgrade, heave and consequent recompression are decreased by the
application of capillary stresses. If groundwater level is restored after construction, the
load removed equals the depth of excavation times total unit weight of the soil. If

groundwater pressures are to be permanently relieved, the load removed equals the
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total weight of soil above the original water table plus the submerged weight of soil
below the original water table. Calculate effective stresses as described in Figure 2,

and consolidation under structural loads as shown in Figure 3.

6.4 PRECONSOLIDATION BY SURCHARGE. This procedure causes a portion of
the total settlement to occur before construction. It is used primarily for fill beneath
paved areas or structures with comparatively light column loads. For heavier
structures, a compacted fill of high rigidity may be required to reduce stresses in
compressible foundation soil.

6.4.1 ELIMINATION OF PRIMARY CONSOLIDATION. Use Figure 17 to determine
surcharge load and percent consolidation under surcharge necessary to eliminate
primary consolidation under final load. This computation assumes that the rate of

consolidation under the surcharge is equal to that under final load.
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FIGURE 17
Surcharge Load Required to Eliminate Settlement Under Final Load

Figure 17

Surcharge Load Required to Eliminate Settlement Under Load

© J. Paul Guyer 2013 Page 62 of 76



http://www.pdhcenter.com/
http://www.pdhonline.org/

www.PDHcenter.com PDHonline Course C648 www.PDHonline.org

6.4.2 ELIMINATION OF SECONDARY CONSOLIDATION. Use the formula in the
bottom panel of Figure 17 to determine surcharge load and percent consolidation
under surcharge required to eliminate primary consolidation plus a specific secondary

compression under final load.

6.4.3 LIMITATIONS ON SURCHARGE. In addition to considerations of time
available and cost, the surcharge load may induce shear failure of the soft foundation

soil. Analyze stability under surcharge.

6.5 VERTICAL DRAINS. These consist of a column of pervious material placed in
cylindrical vertical holes in the compressible stratum at sufficiently close spaces so
that the horizontal drainage path is less than the vertical drainage path. All drains
should be connected at the ground surface to a drainage blanket. Vertical drains are
utilized in connection with fills supporting pavements or low- to moderate-load
structures and storage tanks. Common types of vertical drains are shown in Table 7
(refer to Use of Precompression and Vertical Sand Drains for Stabilization of
Foundation Soils, by Ladd). Sand drains driven with a closed-end pipe produce the
largest displacement and disturbance in the surrounding soil and thus their

effectiveness is reduced.

6.5.1 CHARACTERISTICS. Vertical drains accelerate consolidation by facilitating
drainage of pore water but do not change total compression of the stratum subjected
to a specific load. Vertical drains are laid out in rows, staggered, or aligned to form
patterns of equilateral triangles or squares. See Figure 18 for cross-section and design

data for typical installation for sand drains.

6.5.2 CONSOLIDATION RATE. Time rate of consolidation by radial drainage of pore
water to vertical drains is defined by time factor curves in upper panel of Figure 10. For
convenience, use the nomograph of Figure 19 to determine consolidation time rate.
Determine the combined effect of vertical and radial drainage on consolidation time

rate as shown in the example in Figure 10.
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6.5.3 VERTICAL DRAIN DESIGN. See Figure 20 for an example of design. For a
trial selection of drain diameter and spacing, combine percent consolidation at a
specific time from vertical drainage with percent consolidation for radial drainage to the
drain. This combined percent consolidation Uc is plotted versus elapsed time for
different drain spacing in the center panel of Figure 20. Selection of drain spacing
depends on the percent consolidation required prior to start of structure, the time

available for consolidation, and economic considerations.

6.5.4 ALLOWANCE FOR SMEAR AND DISTURBANCE. In cases where sand drain
holes are driven with a closed-end pipe, soil in a surrounding annular space one-third
to one-half the drain diameter in width is remolded and its stratification is distorted by
smear. Smear tends to reduce the horizontal permeability coefficient, and a correction

should be made in accordance with Figure 21.
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Common Types of Vertical Drains
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SETTLEMENT PLATE
SETTLEMENT PROBES

BERMS IF REQUIRED / et rnw-.m,’
|| SURCHARGEY,,  __¢uut GRADE

'/// 47 /.
‘” 6/ I/{///
RMAL F
. ,‘P%'? * //fv 4y ///—
g S doe 8 20, A . 3>

TYPICAL SAND DRAIN INSTALLATION

IAMETER OF DRAINS RANGES FROM € TO 30 N, GENERALLY BETWEEN % AND 20 IN.

PACING OF DRAINS RANGES FROM € TO 20 FT ON CENTER GENERALLY BETWEEN 6 AND IOFT

PRINCIPAL METHODS FOR INSTALL ING DRAINS ARE CLOSED OR OPEN MANDRELS ADVANCEL BY DRIVING OR JETTING,|
OR ROTARY DRILLING WITH OR WITHOUT JETS. DRIVING CLOSED MANDREL |5 THE MOST COMMON.

DRAIN BACKFILL MATERIAL SHOULD HAVE SUFFICKENT PERMEABILITY TO DISCHARGE PORE WATER FLOW ANT)-
CIPATED, BUT USUALLY DOES NOT MEET FILTER REQUIREMENTS AGAINST FOUNDATIONS SOILS CLEAN SANDS
WITH NO MORE THAN 3% BY WEIGHT PASSING No. 20C SIEVE IS USUALLY SWINTABLE A TYPICAL GRADATION
IS AS FOLLOWS :

SIEVE No “ 3 50 100 200
%% FINER BY WEIGHT: 90-00 40-8% 2-30 0-7 0-3

SAND DRAINAGE BLANKET MATERIAL IS SIMILAR TO THAT USED FOR DRAMN BACKFILL IN SOME CASES GRAVEL
WINDROWS OR PERFORATED, CORRUGATED, METAL PYWPE ARE PLACED IN ORAINAGE BLANKET TO REOUCE
MEAD LOSS IN DRAINAGE BLANKET LONGITUOINAL DITCH OR COLLECTOR ORAIN MAY BE PLACED AT TOE
GRANULAR WORKING MAT IS SOMETIMES PLACED BELOW DRAINAGE BLANKET TD SUPPORT EQUIPMENT,

LOAD 1S PLACED TO REDUCE OR ELIMINATE POSTCONSTRUCTION CONSOLIDATION BENEATH NORMAL
FILL GENERALLY THE SURCHARGE LDAD IS NO MORE THAN ABOUT 30% OF NORMAL EMBANKMENT LOAD,
wiC
PIEZOME TERS OF STANDPIPE OR CLOSED SYSTEM TYPE TO OBSERVE PORE WATER PRESSURES,
SETTLEMENT PLATES, MNIMUM 3FT SQUARE , PLACED AT BASE OF FILL TO RECORD TOTAL SETTLEMENT,
SETTLEMENT PROBES DRIVEN OR AUGERED INTO FOUNDATION STRATUM TO MEASURE COMPRESSION
WITHIN FOUNDATION.
ALIGNMENT STAKES,T-SHAPED STAKES PLACED AT OR OUTSIDE EMBANKMENT TOE TO OBSERVE
LATERAL MOVEMENT AND HEAVE

-'..»’I{)
Data for Typical Sand ﬂrlh Incrallation

Figure 18
Data for Typical Sand Drain Installation
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Figure 19

Nomograph for Consolidation with Radial Drainage to Vertical and Drain
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FILL OF WIDE EXTENT, INCLUDES ADOITIONAL GIVEN SOIL PROPERTIES
FILL YO COMPENSATE FOR SETTLEMENT LS SAND
1 l 1 l 1 l YT =120 PCF YT 125 PCF
HEIGHT =35 FT Ysue * 85 PCF
A7 B \ BN Py =2.10 TSF
2 ' CLAY:
% ) 20T _“:«o My Ysu@ * 40 PSF Ch = Q80 FT2/ DAY
é ] W0 e = .50 Ca *O.OSFT/FT /CYOLE OF TIME
—3 Cc =060 Ky =608 CM/SEC
AL wnaLe Cy =CIOFT2/0AY Kh=30x10"8 CM/SEC
Kg ¥ 10 2108 CM/SEC
COMPUTATION OF TOTAL SETTLEMENT FOR A KNOWN SET OF FOUNDATION CONOITIONS
Pp =063 TSF, PzPg+Pyg = 2.73 TSF AND A REQUIRED HEIGHMT OF FILL,VARIOUS
FROM PRIMARY CONSCI.PA‘HG# 273 COMBINATIONS OF SURCHARGE AND VERTICAL
Args (CoyAHY o PL . _?!_&Cl 220 106G =22 3307FT SAND ORAINS ARE INVESTIGATED TO ELIMINATE
& l+eq Po . 0.63 OR ACCELERATE FINAL SETTLEMENTS
FROM SECONDARY COMPRESSION :
Au,afca(u,)m%‘:- FOR i"f&u CYCLE OF TIME
AHgp =0.015%x20x 170.30FT. TOTAL AH«3.37FT
Q
RATE OF CONSOLIDATION
f 4 WITH OR WITHOUT SAND DRAINS
L=
& 20 ==
4 TO STUDY VARIOUS SPACING
& OF DRAINS, VALIJES OF Uc
'a- a0 = VS TIME ARE COMPUTED
| FOR de=10,16'a& 20",
RESULTS ARE PLOTTED AT
LEFT
é ) )
80 \-\‘
g DRAINAGE
~ wo ‘ 1
° 00 200 00 €00 100

leu” IN m’rgo
DESIGN OF SAND DRAINS (NC SURCHARGE INCLUDED)
SELECT 18" @ DRAIN AND CONSIDER SPACING OF IO FT ,I6FT & 20FTOC =dg
ALLOWANCE FOR SMEAR EFFECT: Kpy/Kg =3 ASSUME § 1.2 FOR dg 1O, N » -;L *6.67
WHERE Kg = SMEAR ZONE PERMEABILITY
THEN FROM FIG 2|, EQUIVALENT N =95 EQUIVALENT 63" dwr126"
TIME REQUIRED FOR CONSOLIDATION TO OBTAIN TIME VS Uy FOR VERTICAL DRAINAGE ONLY,USE
NOMOGRAPH OF FIG. 11 TO OBTAIN TIME VS U FOR RADIAL DRAINAGE TO SAND DRAIN, USE NOMOGRAPH
OF FIG. 19.
COMBINED Uc AT ANY TIME IS Uc = 100- [uoo-Gn)(oo:Gv)] IN %
100

FIGURE 20
Fxample of Surcharge and Sand Drain Cesign

Figure 20

Example of Surcharge and Sand Drain Design

© J. Paul Guyer 2013 Page 68 of 76



http://www.pdhcenter.com/
http://www.pdhonline.org/

www.PDHcenter.com PDHonline Course C648 www.PDHonline.org

i
lﬂmﬂw SURCHARGE
ONLY.DASHED | a0 SAND ORAINS TO ELIMINATE
LINES FOR PRIUARY SETTUEMENT UNDER PINAL LOAD
N ]
:-w VERT \ ONY
| AND RADUL
\ ml ;
\
© \ | ~SAND DRAINS 9
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t \ \\ ~L
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Su
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0 00 200 300 40 %0 60 M0
SURCHARGE LOADING PERIOD IN DAYS

'
At 307, AHger 1030, My/Py:3 8

T0 ELIMINATE SETTLEMENT UNOER Py, D 18 TAKEN EQUAL TO Upsg, Upyy i‘%’— R M'M'
" "

RELATION OF U'.. AND TIME IS GIVEN ABOVE FOR YARIOUS DRAIN SPACINGS.

SURCHARGE Py FOR VALLES OF Ujpyy * ;{l I8 GIVEN IN FIG.TT
“

SURCHANGE. By FOR VALUES OF U y7 %IJA"IE 1S GIVEN BY FORMULA INFIGIT
fes

USING THESE RELATIONSHIPS, Py (EXPRESSED AS HEIGHT OF SURCHARGE ) MUMN
FISURE (7.

COMBINATION OF SAND DRAIN AND SURCHARGE IS SELECTED BASED ON TIME AVAILABLE
AND COMPARATIVE COSTS.
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FIGURE 20 (continued)
Example of Surcharge and Sand Drain Design

Figure 20 (continued)

Example of Surcharge and Sand Drain Design
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FIGURE 21

Allowance for Smear Effect in Sand Drain Design

Figure 21
Allowance for Smear Effect in Sand Drain Design
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6.5.5 SAND DRAINS PLUS SURCHARGE. A surcharge load is normally placed
above the final fill level to accelerate the required settlement. Surcharge is especially
necessary when the compressible foundation contains material in which secondary
compression predominates over primary consolidation. The percent consolidation
under the surcharge fill necessary to eliminate a specific amount of settlement under

final load is determined as shown in the lowest panel of Figure 20.

6.5.6 GENERAL DESIGN REQUIREMENTS. Analyze stability against foundation
failure, including the effect of pore pressures on the failure plane. Determine allowable

buildup of pore pressure in the compressible stratum as height of fill is increased.

6.5.6.1 HORIZONTAL DRAINAGE.. For major installation investigate in detail the
horizontal coefficient of consolidation by laboratory tests with drainage in the horizontal

direction, or field permeability tests to determine horizontal permeability.

6.5.6.2 CONSOLIDATION TESTS. Evaluate the importance of smear or disturbance
by consolidation tests on remolded samples. For sensitive soils and highly stratified

soils, consider nondisplacement methods for forming drain holes.

6.5.6.3 DRAINAGE MATERIAL. Determine drainage material and arrangement to

handle maximum flow of water squeezed from the compressible stratum

6.5.7 CONSTRUCTION CONTROL REQUIREMENTS. Control the rate of fill rise by
installing piezometer and observing pore pressure increase for comparison with pore
pressure values compatible with stability. Check anticipated rate of consolidation by

pore pressure dissipation and settlement measurements.

© J. Paul Guyer 2013 Page 71 of 76



http://www.pdhcenter.com/
http://www.pdhonline.org/

www.PDHcenter.com PDHonline Course C648 www.PDHonline.org

7. ANALYSIS OF VOLUME EXPANSION.

7.1 CAUSES OF VOLUME EXPANSION. Volume expansion is caused by (a)
reduction of effective stresses, (b) mineral changes, and (c) formation and growth of
ice lenses. Swell with decrease of effective stress is a reverse of the consolidation
process. For description of swelling problems and suggested treatment, see Table 8.
Where highly preconsolidated plastic clays are present at the ground surface,
seasonal cycles of rainfall and desiccation produce volume changes. The most severe
swelling occurs with montmorillinite clays although, in an appropriate climate, any
surface clay of medium to high plasticity with relatively low moisture content can

heave.

7.2 MAGNITUDE OF VOLUME EXPANSION. Figure 22 outlines a procedure for
estimating the magnitude of swelling that may occur when footings are built on
expansive clay soils. This figure also indicates a method of determining the necessary

undercut to reduce the heave to an acceptable value.
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TURE, | FT.0EPTH ¢ [
LLybid NIy
010 FT
TOTAL SWELL
2} 7
AVERAGE TREND /?W 1 48FT
—4 - 4 /
SWELL DETERMINED 3 1
FROM TEST z 0.03 FT. ALLOWABLE SWELL
x 6}
§ TOTAL SWELL AT ANY DEPTH=
AREA UNDER PERCENT SWELL
CURVE, ABOVE DEPTH OF
ZERO SWELL.
8 t
PERCENT SWELL ’ TOTAL SWELL
o i VERSUS DEPTH o | VERSUS DEPTH
0 | 2 3 4 0 008 00 0’
PERCENT SWELL TOTAL SWELL, FEET

MATERIALS INVESTIGATED ARE CLAYS, HIGHLY OVERCONSOLIDATED BY CAPILLARY STRESSES THAT ARE
EFFECTIVE PRIOR TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE STRUCTURE UPON THEM

PROCEDURE FOR ESTIMATING TOTAL SWELL UNDER STRUCTURE LOAD.

I. OBTAIN REPRESENTATIVE UNDISTURBED SAMPLES OF THE SHALLOW CLAY STRATUM AT
A TIME WHEN CAPILLARY STRESSES ARE EFFECTIVE ; L.LE., WHEN NOT FLOODED OR
SUBJECTED TO HEAVY RAIN.

2.LOAD SPECIMENS (AT NATURAL WATER CONTENT) IN CONSOLIDOMETER UNDER A
PRESSURE EQUAL TO THE ULTIMATE VALUE OF OVERBURDEN FOR HIGH GROUND WATER,
PLUS WEIGHT OF STRUCTURE. ADD WATER TO SATURATE AND MEASURE SWELL,

3. COMPUTE FINAL SWELL IN TERMS OF PERCENT OF ORIGINAL SAMPLE HEIGHT AND
PLOT SWELL VERSUS DEPTH, AS IN THE LEFT PANEL.

4 COMPUTE TOTAL SWELL WHICH IS EQUAL TO THE AREA UNDER THE PERCENT SWELL
VERSUS DEPTH CURVE. FOR THE ABOVE EXAMPLE:
TOTAL SWELL = 1/2 (B.2~1.0) x28/100:0)0FT.

PROCEDURE FOR ESTIMATING UNDERCUT NECESSARY TO REDUCE SWELL TO AN ALLOWABLE VALUE
| FROM PERCENT SWELL VERSUS DEPTH CURVE PLOT RELATIONSHIP OF TOTAL SWELL
VERSUS DEPTH AT THE RIGHY. TOTAL SWELL AT ANY DEPTH EQUALS AREA UNDER
THE CURVE AT LEFT, INTEGRATED UPWARD FROM THE DEPTH OF 2ERO SWELL.
2 FOR A GIVEN ALLOWABLE VALUE OF SWELL, READ THE AMOUNT OF UNOERCUT
NECESSARY FROM THE TOTAL SWELL VERSUS DEPTH CURVE. FOR EXAMPLE, FOR AN
ALLOWABLE SWELL OF 0.03 FT, UNDERCUT REQUIRED = 4.6 FT, UNDERCUT CLAY IS
REPLACED BY AN EQUAL THICKNESS OF NONSWELLING COMPACTED FILL.

FIGURE 22
Computation of Swell of Desiccated Clays

Figure 22

Computation of Swell of Desiccated Clay
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