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Part 1

To New Horizons

Greatest Highway System Ever Conceived

* “It will be the greatest highway
* K system ever conceived by man
* * and will link 48 states and 209 big

LS citjes with multi-lane, high-speed

INTERSTATE [§g:T-00: -0
SYSTEM Bureau of Public Roads (BPR), 1956

A L L |

‘More than any single action by the govermment since the
end of the war, this one wouwld change the face of America
with straightaways, cloverieal tums, bridges, and elongated
parkways. s impact on the American economy - the jobs it
would produce in manufaciuring and construction, the rural

areas it wouwld open up - was beyond calculation, ™ .
FOTUS Dwight D. Eisenhower (1363)
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“_0On e naponal sysmm of nersE® Highways you'll be able m dnve from
Newporr News, Va_, nght into the hearr of San Francisco - or from Houlon, WE,
San Duego — or from Miamu 0 Searde — without onee soppung for 3 red bght
paclasman cross+oad, Ruroad D3ck or rlHouss. TWo Twngs wal maks e
InmEE®E sysmEm diffarent from moay's supsrughway and ol roads: (1) Js
Damendous S2e; (2) the wide rRAnge of senices T will prowige...”

Popular Sckence, May 1868 P
Ao e oapdion : “The Madional Sy clem of inferdads snd Deten oo Highway o

. ..Transcontinental trips of over 3,000 mies with no stops
except for food, sleep or gaoline are just one indication of
its size, The Interstate will be a network of 4+ 6- and 8-lane
freeways that will extend 40,000 mies, The proposed sysiem
of roadk will:

* Connect all48 states;

v Join 209 of the naion's 232 cities of more than 50,000
popuiation;

* Take you to, or near, the cemter of each cily it reaches by
means of 6,700 mies of multi-lane direct routes or spurs,
sometimes elevated over city streefs ;

* Pass through, and connect, all farm belts and all sowrces of
raw maerials such as o, timber, uranium and coal

The Interstale represents & maor change in US. highway
thinking..."

Popular Science, May 1336

ERCE

M
T OF COM
.ﬁmf“‘“m‘ £0ADS

us R F

e 48 T 4 ol

Above: captionn “The Bureau of Public Roads developed an exhibit in
1357 - one of mamy over the years - to ket the public know about the
‘controlled access Interstate System being built under the Federal- o
Aid Highway Act of 1856.™

When | was a boy, most roack were only a few mies long
and ran only to the nearest railroad staions. Then they joined
towns. Next they joined cities. The Interstate will indeed
connect cilies — most of them, Bt its concept goes much
further. Like the street system of a town, the Interstate s
dles igned not just to link several points, but to serve an entire
area. That area is the United Stafes. The Interstate will not be
a new ribbon of road. It will be, instead, the fraimework of the

whole U5, highway system. | think we've got to have it.™
R.E. Royall - Chief of Research, Bureau of Public Roads (1936}

Consensus Opinion

i Many persons agree So many, in fact, that the Interstate
g hardly questioned at all in vigorous debate on highways
now going on in Congress. A bl now before Congress
proposes that the U.S. provide 90 percent of the funds, with
the stdes adding 10 percert, & new high percertage for
Federal money for roads. But even withowt any increse in
Washington's percerfage, which wouwld speed wup
construction, the Intorstate & certain to be built Thats
because it ha been planned by the highway departments of
the staes themselves fto meot the wrgent needs of LS.
drivers... ™

Popular Science, May 1356

www.PDHonline.org
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1) It Will Carry You to Work

www.PDHonline.org

U0t may swprise you fo leam that this continertal network
& designed to get & great many people to their jobs. But it 5.
Around 80 percent of U.S. citizens dive to work, Many live in
suburbs. Around 80 to 90 percert of all cars approaching any
cily are going to that cily — not through it. A No. T military
requirement for U.S. highways s not that they permit the
movement of mas amies — it &, instead, that they help keep
war workers at war production. Thats the bigy reason for
those freeways that will lead into every cily on the Interstate.
They will reach the centers of the cilties, and they will thereby
reach seven-eighths of the naion's mawdacturing and
indus trial facilities. Plans for entrances imto 102 cities were
announced by the Bureaw of Public Roads last September —
the final detail in completing the des ign of the Interstato...”
Popular Science, May 1356

M
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bilo osd-off Lanec will conneot with #he inner
oo, 285 under oon strucBon.” L

in
betwasn interstte Roues 20
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Left: caption: “Indiana - Interstate Routes 74 & 465 mest on
the west side of Indianapolis. Interstate 465, nunning across
the picture, is part of the Indianapolis circumferential
freeway."

Right caption: “Louisiana - The Shreveport Expressway, part
of Interstate Route 20, skirts the southwest edge of the city's
downtown area. (under construction when photographed).

. & e ¥ F o

Top Left: caption: “Massachusetts - Shown in the lower
foreground are concrete promenade areas for the Fall River
City complex that will be constructed over this depressed
segment of Interstate |-95."

Top Right caption: “Michigan, Detroit. Aerial viewlooking NE
along Ford Expressway from vicinity of Grand River Avenue
intersection area." i

Isg Laf: capiea: “Thma miss of lntorabate Moste T4, Ba
e CRryainr Frasway (SpEEr RgR)L fram S downscws
Eumean danct of Ominst, fo beberatele Mot 4, Ba
el Ford Fraeway, wars compinied m Josg H. (Mo
i b whan pAdogripiudl”

oo MpRs captce: “Memcurs - Tha Kasmey Gty oozt
B dean & boan g e B dofe e s, o e
cioms up below SErsed by Sa by loop we e of 1T
| ccramactce wm smmway @ ma s of ma
A phctograps”

¥ Lgt- capsca- “Momtna - Inseratme Moste B roere S
land um @ bypamsaa Halsna: Sea ssferckangs wis U.S 12
| prowdeng My ECOf NN S 2w vl Twe cra-way £

|| atresta Tha Conimental Ow ca loama i S datece

Top Left: caption: “Nevada -
Tropicana Intsrchangs on
Intaretts 15 looking Morin-
(s cant toward downtown Las
Vegas. Ol U5 31 Is parabiel
to interatate 15

W Top Right: caption <New
== York - 151 $yracuse.”

Laft: caplion “New Yorx -
3 ONONGaga Intersnangs. 151
= and |30 - Syracuss.® =

7 g
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W wome of the over crosaing sy o sned t
Ee traflc

it capuiare: “Oregen-This S Frasssy, -
462 | Parviand s cuman iy un dis con aru ol an.
ThisSch Smaar frasway on-ramp & in |owsr half
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Lati: capiion : “Texas - The Capiol Avemus
ﬁoomm on Infertale Rouls 45, adlecent fo
down fown How ciom_ (The visduot =t the ksl was
not yed open fo trafmo) ™
Top Fight: capilon: “Texas - The fowsrs of
g Houglon rice ower fhe Morth Freswsy (-48,
recaniing fravelsrc with & clunning urben
[P Srame "

8 Lart: capiion: STexac - The Bnal ceolion of fhe
. complsx Thornion Freswsy ciirfc downfown
Dallin.™ =

demand of mormng e eweneng newb-
Bour fraie”
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i v B oA SwayE Feacieg o to tha hett 21

e e roate s o SR Caniml oy

2) It Will Reduce Traffic Jams

H.The ndion's biggest jams ame caused today by people
going to or from work., The Bueau of Public Roads in 1955
surveyed the nation for the heaviest traffic, and came up with
these examples: At a focal point on the Hollywood freeway,
near Los Angeles: 290,760 vehicles were counted on is
busiest day, July 18; 172,000 on an average day. The grealest
movement of vehicles at any single point in the worid, On
Lake Shore Drive near Aldine St, Chicago: 142,503 vehicles
on June 13. On Highway Bridge, which camies U.S. 1 south
from Washington D.C.; 117,333 vehicles on a Friday in July.
These figures are so large that they don't give you a clear
idea of the traffic ivolved On an ordinary two-lane road
when traffic goes up to 4,000 vehicles a day, its time fo add
lanes . Accordingly, there will be many lanes in the Interstate,
Twenly -three hundred miles of it through open country will be
six lanes or more, Simiarly, the 6,700 mies leading into cities
will be, in many cases, six oreight lanes..."” :
Popular Science, May 1956 &

3) EWill make Possible Longer Vacation Trips

www.PDHonline.org
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dreweay Yoal wil &u pard of Yes iviwniste. AR oiber
Pty ol maticm willalns be ssxy b mwack wies e
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4) It Will Provide Satisfactory Speed With Safety

“...Rosduays In  cach deecton Wil be
soparamed from cach orhec Division srrips will
be from fous 10 T2-Reor wide (0 soame oioes and
Nafrow MOUNtan paeses) o #0Aeer [eounn -
oF WiSRC N S0 e pBSes, E FOSIWAYS I sach
dirpction will be $o L 02T thal, driving on
one, pou won't see the orher one. You may be
driving wed o0 a2 mountain, while the
easthound lane fs in the valley below This will
make parts of the Infesraie the frsr oross.
county highwais o be onceway. Thee will be
no sharp grades on the whole Infesrae
netwodk - nol even whers you oross e
Rockles ar  the Calfornls, Owgon o
Washingron swre Mnes. The many Lanes will
make possible the casy passing of cars ahead
of pou. The casy passing, In mien, will clminam
lang gueses of rafie - and NeVoUs IrRion
The hazard of monorony folr by Srivers on Jong,
Sraight rosds will be redused by some slight
Winging o curvame, but not by 2 whole Jor of
© curves 0 make the highway snaky across a
Kansas prakre..."
Popular Science, May 1868
Lafi: oceplion: “Cwforma - A fcurdmna cewmd
frawway (1Y) bogettar wilsdrontagm e, e ancd
G ans
oein pavemesice oime sl esed ssbgracs.”

oapiion: “Calfornia - Fresway
n on intentale 20 In e Slema
“ppoting lamec  on

wiktin fo contorm fo fhe fsrrein and fo proveds
mdsquats room foronow Bhrow”

Top Fight: “Maccachucsfic - Maccaohucedic
Turnp Be fooking W Chowing varisbis gusr
il i e e, v a0 Saesl caodio e

Lefi: oaption: “Thic cagment of 157 between
m:-nmdnmmoll.wm-d n a5
[Dvscmsenib &6 18877

caption: ‘This section of
h‘bersta‘be highway (1-33 in Yirginia)
illustrates marmy of the safety
* features being built intoe the
Interstate System, which will result
in saving 8,000 lives each wyear
when the system is complete.
These features include: controlled
access, wide median dividing
opposing  tmffic, long  sight
distances, gentke curvatures, all
cressings separated by bridges or
underpasses, wide paved
shoulders, and acceleration and
decelermtion lanes. Note also good
design integrating esthetics and
safety, including retention of trees
in median and interchange area to
reduce  headlight glare, and
adaptation of all highway elements
to geographical features.” =

www.PDHonline.org
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Interstate vs. Toll Roads

= AS On TDOIY'S SUPerughuays — Lke the Diue and New Jarsey Tumpikes, and
have hmied access. This means thargarages, dnve-n sEnds, stoves and all the
FeST CAMNOT SPING UE A0ONG IT and clog TAME, 35 ey have i e pasr..The
IS @ e Wil ROT Or Many years ar 8ast Comps® WIM roday's toll roads. Thar's
becausa the s@Es, winch will buld the sysmm, will notlay down new s roads
paralia) w0 moll ughways wal bonds of te roll reads are mdeamad. In 50me asas,
however, propessd toll roads may be DL 35 INTers @ fres Mghways — If mor
faderal monay is avalable than was e case before...”

Popular Science, May 1868

Lefi: caplion: “Calfornls Rectares near Arbolc, Blenn County, LE, looking modh™ i
Fight: capiion: “Colorado - MefuraiFord cafely rect areacn interctate 26 Juct couth of =

e Wyoming Hads line ™

L Biobr
e bk a tha [dahe Oragan Smas lre. This rer s ja
on th idsha akde averlocking t S nuks River and the
hiighiyy dval cpud agri culmiral land an tha Cregan akis. Tha
area provides cbiw., tollscs, shads, lighing, grass, and
running earer. Tris: b b planted. Lo ckin g et
In Aunwisd?.”

o CHaaas - Sabry mar s leamd oo
iresrames 76 In Gbary Couny: Native dmbar s maariy
£ chs e are plconkic ascl e are avad abi "

Above: capion: “Oragon - The

of sach of the Statss
Ie plantad In the Grove of the
Stetss. The growe is locatsd in
the Baldock afety Arsa on -5,
3 Imatsly 20 miles south of
Portand”

Lstt caplion: “Oregon -
Recently completed Baldock
sably Fest Ara  south of
Porttand about a  half-mills
south of the Hubbard
Interchangs Juet south of
Wisonvills on 157 A

Len Lath; capiion: oThe fwin Tigsr
Mounizin cafedy rect arsas on indemiads
Foule 40 In Okmuiges County, Okia,
ofter phescant recpis fo motoncic”

Top Fighi: caption: “Mew Mexoo -
Foadeide reci arsa slong infemiade 40
mpp e wimadsly 50 millsc ssct of Gallup ™
Lati: capilon: “Oregon - The Zunoresd
Saliely Rect Ares b looated sdisosnt o
fih = coulihb ound traved lansc of 15, about
frve milss no fiwestof Ashlana™ <
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Left: caption: “Oregon - The Safety Rest Area program in
Oregon has proved to be most popular with the motoring
public. Originally planned to provide for 12 percent of the
average daily traffic some of the areas are now servicing as
high as 18 percent of the ADT by their sites. This aeral
photograph shows the Santiam Safety Rest Area located on |-
5 approximately mid-way between Salemand Albany”

Right caption: “Virginia - Dumfries rest area, Route 95,

Prince William County.” o o

Distinctly Different > . gyt

u..The Imterstate, which will include pats of many U.S.
highw ays, will have is own ditinctive markings. This will be
determined by the American Association of State Highway
Officials. AN of the features of the Interstate mean that upon it
you'll be able to maintain, with no stops and few s low downs,
About 60 m.p.h. all day. Speed limits, as mow, will be set by
stdes...” -

Popular Science, May 1356

Eighth Wonder
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u..La&t year the American Society of Civil Enginears picked
the seven Modem Civil Engineering Wonders of the U.S.: The
Chicago Sewage Disposal System (which inciuded reversing
the Chicago River}, the Colorade River Agueduct (wiich
brought water to six milion peopie), the Empire State
Building, the Grand Couwlee Dam, Hoover Dam, the San
Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge, and the Panama Canal (buit
by the US.). The interstate system will make all of these look
like something a small boy put together owt of building
bibcks. For one thing, it will cost $27 bilion dollars. Thats
move than the tax assessor thinks ewvery single buwilding,
home and scrap of real es tate in all of New York Cily is worth,
The Panama Canal, greatest earth-moving project of its time,

cost only $633 milion...”
Popular Science, May 1956

Mankind's Biggest Building Job

4..JFor one thing, construction of the Inferstate will set off the
biggest bridge-buwilding spree the U.S. ha ever been on
Thowsands must be built, repaired or strengthened, Most will
be small. But the proposed world's largest s usperns ion bridge
— over the Namows, New York Cily's harbor entrance — may
be erected as part of the Interstale...”

Popuiar Science, May 1356

Left: typical overpass bridge on an Interstate highway

Right: Venazano-Narmows Bridge under construction [ea. 1963) E*)

Ti:ngL Lett caption: “Conmecticut - Intersite
R F]

1 - Founders Briggs Intsrchangs in
Hartford Asrisl visw leoking northesst Nowv
6. 19587
Top Right: caplion: “Curved girder briggs In
Farmingion ower 54 =
§ Left: caption: “Connecticut - 4 stesl-arch
oselgn was chossn fTor esthetic rezsons for
this bridgs spanning Interstete Roul &4 In
Middisbury.” @

Top Left: caplion: “Calfornls - Infemisle 20 of
Cangquinsz fdrasic wih mew bridgs In foraground
and e & millon yard benohed cut af left csnfer
beyond the Crooked intemhangs. Ok UL 40 can
e paan ad dne right. Januay 28, 19687

Y Top Right: capiion: “Caifornls - The Maoariur
Fresway (infscizte E20 wat opensd fo fraffo from
§ e dictbuiton ciructurs mear fne Ean Fransiooo-
Dakand Esy Eridge fo Dmad Avenus In Osidand
b imci May. [ 18837

Laft: capiion : 5150, Donner Fass™ =
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Above: caption: “Eugene A.
Doran Bridge over S5an Mateo
Creek on k20, Junipero Sema
Freeway, was designed with a
narrow sightdined span with
ddicately fashioned."

~ Left: caption: “View of I-70
through Glenwood Canyon,
Colorado." =

www.PDHonline.org

Ion Lo cipics: “Calboss Osartmes of Public
Works tHREE Sam SrET PIECET (T4 SERCSWEE RIgRwWEy
Emmuly comfas sposscmd by Sa Fadersl Highwey
Agnmuret oo Shows sbevs o e wemar of Sha
brdge, mme, cwEma, miechangs ses or kel
spproach cutegory I m e Cabnls Freewsy brdge o
"7 e lafrabie 0 miechangs i B Sas Facoce

- capteac “Catagory J - 3nel plaecs, 13

Lok captoe: “RTH s Cmmsecochms Mwer (morm of
B mial El

TI‘gg Left: oaption: =350 LeClsirs bridges awer
& WIEciccipnl River at LeClisire, lowa™

§ Top Fipht: capdion: “Wisconsin - intemiate
Fouls 20 oropess fhe Rook Flver on fwin
bridgec and infsrectc fisle Rouls £ mear
Edgerion on He way from Chloago o
= Wicooncin Delie.™

ek cpdiom: <A forecd of cies fadsc chaps sc
fwin bridges and appRacher o oany
inberctais Rouls 20 over ihe Dec PLainsc River
al Jolisl A main cenisr cpan lo cesn here
" "molllo-dm bargss, ready fo bs Moadsd indo
b placs = b

Top Leth: capiton: “Hances - indeniads Rouls 7O
Wnie e fwo Kancas Chise, oroscing fhe Kangac
Fhesr on fhe old and new indtemdly Wisduode (The
mew siructurs was carying all frafflo while fhe old
one wat being ns _ The Hancee CiHy, Mo,
oeniml buciness disidcd, looming In #he diclance
above, le shown olops up below, served by fhe
Inn=foop csoflom of LTO. (oonciructlon wac
underway af e ime of Hils photo graph 7

Top Right: capiion: “Hentucky - LT6 Claye Farry
[Erkag s, Madicon County- Faystls County.”

- Lefi: caphion: <220 Loulcisns —
-, ‘ % [Erkdg & oon cruodia n for inferndats 1007

Top Left: caption: “Louisiana -
Bridge construction for Interstate
10."

Top Right: caption: "Louisiana -
Lake Chares bypass bridge over
Calcasieu Lake and River- F210."
Left: caption: "WMassachusetts -
Merrick River Bridge on Interstate
53 Morth of Boston.”

=

158 Lat: capSee: “Mana - Daws Istete Ercigen
o= 193 scroas ma Pamcbaco: Meer @ Madway
Thom sinsciums cpamed fo et o S Fall of
& mm-
Ise Mgkt capfca: “Mesmcts - OusSSoparcr
Emiga ok g Sowar o WiscoeEen o e bers tute rouste
mar

LS - captoe: “Mores Dakoty - Lockeng wasterly o
Entoratutn TH boweg Ba Wt Madcra IstecRange
| mmareg compition, S LSk Moo o e Brdge,
mcd pmmt vwml cm US Rghwsy WL TRa
{ msociange stows wil ba Ba west Smmess of
Entoratmte S4 =Sl S mev porscs wmt fo S
SR Mcotana Siate Lem @ compled” L]

10
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oo Lo capfoec CMew-Hampmbre  Ardafa
meshneg of B2 propossd M Endge cwr Ba
8 Pocatiom Mewr betwaen Portmouts, M.
Wiy, Mama
Isg MgES capfoe: “Mew HampuBre Arafs
mesneg of Ba propoesd £1 miles Amcskmg
Broge = Mamchase Twes deck gerer brge
o acroas Ea Marck My o Amcskeag Achal
commtnuctcs on S Fadersi-md roes projact o
mct plansed bo stad befors Be apreg of HE,
it el com Pl Son dim = e fallcf 198 TR
aEcm waw of B 3Hcod oo Bwes anecua
dapicts M H_lnauramce Sroup Bome ofics and
S o Eiate Armery e S comSer meel rgls-mam
e kground aioeg wilh propoeed roadea 7 remEa
fotim Seroan, Camal Sxroetun Mo Mond~

T Lefl: ocaplion: “Hew Hampehire -
HQ%IF@ cpanc fhe Conmsoliout Fihwer
betwesn vermont and Mew  Hampshire.
Looking Moritwecierly foward Twin Sisls
Crossrosd ¢ of intentsls Roulec 81 and 56 ot
‘ihile Fiver Junofion in Vermant ™
Top Righi: osption: “Hew Hampchirs
Intemiste 29 orocing the Connsoliout River
mar Lab anon”
Left: “The Ach Erest bridge over
= fd B3 i Londoncerry, BUH, Wt
& prizs-winning =nig W & bridgs dscgn
‘oo padit bon L]

Above: caption: “New
York- Looking north at
new rmamp to Henry
Hudson Parkway. Sec-
ond deck Construct-ion.'
Left “New York - George
Washington Bridge. Sec-
ond deck construction.”

m

e, Washington Bridge app-

b M roaches with Alexander

" Hamilton Bridge fore-

. ground. View looking
west"

Tom Laft coupricur “Foms ik - Th s Trare - harmn £ xpreasssy
crcaaing tha liiand of Banhumn. This |a th mees s msnding
sccamph of iz of s rghta In the courery Faur & arory
spursan buldings and the Pur of Ruw Tork Auhorky Bus

burwsan Raw Yok Ciy and Somn ldend st lrgaar
asign alon el g i thet o bl Toarad |an geh o brlcigs | 13T
f langth of aumpen ded arnacnus, G o main span, 4500
sach id e sgan, 1,515 fic widkh, 10 o Th main towens esch
s P abacy o e Fmdn bl g e e CMlaranc 8 Carntar |a
e abaa the maan high wanr, On tea dicks wih rasdwags
T4 foin wedth, retiva |ass of ezl camy vahiclaa sercas
tha Ko,

£ Ly~ blacrl o - Ui itk b cige apann ing insnas

A g s

s ot bt s

Abowe: capllon: “ldaho-Degon -
Looking couth ot fhe Bsds Wine
bridges ower Ehe Inske Flver ons
mile couthesct of Oniarlo. Conarete
surfos, 30 foof ourb on sach bridge.
Length of bridgs lo ©53 fesd, cpans
127 reai. Endgs dscigned  amd
concirucded by Omgon  ddade
Highway Depsrimeni. Eson  Stsds
[pumiel o e i oocd @

Lefl: caplion: “idaho-Omgon -
Fibbon ouléing day =i fdade mne
Nbrikiges one mile coutheasi of
Oniarlo, on fnaks Fher. The bridges
¥ warm opensd o irafflo in =

[ January 18807
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B Lo lew cspon “Ohis Inmsmsn Rurs TO& TS
croas tha Ohia Rivar from. Covingean,
i oeatanl bridg Inea hctnad, Gha W
ramps darrkum raflz ta the tes divagi g Inesrncs
o s st ity 5w
Lo Bihy- caprian “Ongan - Tha Marquss. Grdgh
awvar thas Wil amatrs Rivar in Pamiardl. Ths e dackad
atrucns canrdem |-Sand tha & o s, Frassy (H05)
it the Bar ank Frasssy, HON (now Hi, and tha
s Frasasy, which run oo the e Bridge
15 BT thek ol LU R ™
captiar: “Oragan- anatmucs on coniruss on th
E B sl b Rivar Canty Ling Sadion ofl 4. The
W perdna Tah S e e s e
sl th wetarbons o Lo s i
s st e

www.PDHonline.org

Ioo Lgl captce: “Oragen - Tha Marguss Srdge
g mctormts e S PorSiamt wres dnect and
N mwy s B B Heokeld Haldock, aed
ERacium Fraeways. The cpening of e brdge b

i v right cormer of peciure will conaect

o B W Moot M plvwary (L1528 im S oo~
capite: “Tenmywes - Mace

Gty High baval waided plate gendar brdga onl-

Ioo Lef: capipec “The dignay of Bux cas-sai-mis
& - S i ————
— Frmh Hrad Myw smr Oedndgs, less, @
o g Wi e e maE
Jop Mg cupsee: Wrgen - Now By brcges, 11,
Mamsgamery Gamby
L captre- “TeSeratste Moste 90 siopes dowe fram
T T ———————————
ma Coumbs Myver nasr Vestage, 'Wmb Tha o
Enidgn o S loccn win mmored, mmon i would
Bave ben msbmarge of b compl b o Wanapum
Oam dowsaiman. The pobic whlly doinc wech
Enalt B ciam czairiuted 34 miles
oy ———

draraty of dmige with whick brdgas bulders
S WMo S0 locscs seow. TRa gerser
brdgm mpporded oo pem oom  Be
Wimzeae Maer; Ba aiesl arceas span Mirer
Laks ngar e Woccems Do Thewm brdges
arm parf of @ Momia ST milcs mclon of
Imtorutete 90 betwees Madaoe e e Oal,
opanadic rai in Ocober E@EL”

LS captees “leterwtute Moste 91 croames Sa
oty el
ExasaMoste 30 maar Sxgerton, Wes, o= 1

3 vy fram CRcageic Wisooemes Dai

Left: caption: "Florida - The Sunshine Skyway Bridge, K273, across
Tanpa Bay connecting 5t. Petersburg and Bradenton was the first bridge
in the Westem Hemisphere to use two single pylons holding a single
plane of stays to support the span.”

Right: caption: "Louisiana - The 1-310 Hale Boggs Memorial Bridge - built
by the Louisiana Department of TrRnspertation and Dwelnpnnﬂ ACMOSS5
the Mississippi River west of Mew Oreans, was the first major steel cable
stayed bridge in the country. When this beautiful, $135 million bridge
opened in 1383, it received many honers for its design.” "

Sbpyg cupSoac “H-1 (e Howss, sSerafete routes ore sombered Ml M2, sed Me3) was Sha farpgeat
conafinecics snd pubiic worka project sver sadidakes by e sek B coosecs S Kasschs Manss
Corpa Ar Siatos i Ba Pearl Hrbcr defenes b, paasing Srough e Kol Mousises i jon S
et fowe of Mmiie e Kasecha bo B leavand otes of Paarl Ciy and Honodue To e oom pees
e goal, H-3 conmaie of e ancl windvard wa decks [oRad by 8 1,50 0-msber faneK ooles Gl The
wdwwrd wadmts we spececsie |84 oo Ewe stnociuma sgmestely conatnacded pm:-:

e, B e v o £ T Bwvem 1.8 ]
FAacn, P ey wa, 0 Tl mper st a T
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“.dn @ecr, Or owould  hewe  boen
ATy T dmpossible for oven the LLE o have
A T bulll e Intesrar Al e sam
At planned before now. Only day can
cwe hope I gor onough  soosd
i engineers and cnough cxporionsed
workess. For the Orst dme, wo'm
| MANUGASILRNG CROugh SONSEIE I
make the job possible And enough
: sivel o Although, Jr will sl be
o hard o ger sieel as the job moves
- ahead Only mday we have e
< masshie  carth-moving and  other
road-bulldng machinery much of I
developed dudng World War i and
dmpmved sinec. The Intestae will
koop busy 2l the heavy cguipment
we have - plus A thar we oan
possihly bulld new - angd all our
QUalied manpowes for 10 poavs.
! Some  engineors say 15 ar Joast
b‘ irhese esimaes assume. marﬁ:u’an]
i Wil Wy Tungs along ...
= Popeur Scawos, May B3
o R Let captea: “Amocem - leswaiee W,
Wirgen Mwer Hrice Mo T ledkng 1y
- = maat fram sbutmestbo. I

www.PDHonline.org

N Lo Lan capriam “Ksha - Propcr UG5 on the ear
wign of Balua In Agrll AT locking weaz 4 oein AUT
B conTas bax cudver 45 in legh |
congrucion. Tha coar of ta m..u:umﬂnm iyt
thie culvaer for th S atisn Canul and Dwa bridges ovr the
Boias Rivar Skigh Tha prapes ia & panon of the Goies
S onn st rnsrames R S0 (o H B
capriar “linais - Sign ar s conanucion dne o
Py

backpuind siiig & che ol wivaat of the
[

. e '
e
|| mackeams of pavemant aed buwe courime. TR Seatapot Wi Fiected @t ramsnm
fran @ 23-mis sewly cpened simich of I3 betwees Hewpal md Smga m
partcd an A mctca-ndepss’ mate by cSionis of Ba WS Hures of Publc
Honda and Mans St Hghway Sonmamscs m Movembe, HE. The pho
provites sdapitabie ovENscR St S NI payeEr o Moy Al vahke for
maary Ragrway tax dolar
Iz Hght mpioe: Mmmmppd - Heds Cousty Thme lvel sparstios

§ 2t~

gt caphes: "o Camclim - hows bare o oolume wedr conel neclics wiek
will muppor Sa ighaat brdge m Mo Cacle. Tha dusl Erdge @ e e
. Hwer Hncgs oo lebwatis 2 beiwsss Exal Flai Mok sed Ssics and whes

Simm b vl b 203 fest abov Ba Grase Muver Tha loogaat osiume wil Ba 139

fasi from focing o peer cip memuneg EEEecs mate iy 11 172 et e cameter o
i n bu w9 e uf i fop- Tha columea will be m ssforce d concreie

i o s o o ot

Abowe: caption: “Pouring
concrete, F30E4 (later the
Dan Ryan Expressway),

Left: captlm "A  bridge
across the Harpeth River
under construction along
Interstate 40 in  Middle

Tennessee.” m

Top Left caplion: “New Jorssy -
o g P B S
\ iy ¥ . Annandss ”
4 R T Toj ht: caplion: “New Mexico -
g ores = ¥ ﬁ%ﬁm Ergwuj on Inters tte 40
v e betwsen 3an Fidel and Laguna in
+ Valancia County_”
Left: caption: “New Msxico - Cuhert
insBliation on Interstats 25 north of the
town of Truth or Consequences

In Slamra County_”

Above: caplon “Mew Mezkco -
Bridge over the Alamosa River
on Intere e te 25 north of the town
of Truth of Conssguences In
Slaira County.”

Left: capfon:  =Oregon -
Conetruction underway on one
of the lzst sagments of Oragoms
-5 south of Canyonvills. Shown
hers I8 the West Fore
Interchangs taking shaps, with
the two southbound knss m the
Treawsy In uss.™
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on “Pennsjlvania
- near Mmroy. 84,
firet cone ruc flon stared ™

Lett: caplion: “Oregon - The
Horth WoIT Cresk Interchangs,
looking north, on 15 sanves the

laft. The slopss are stabilzed by
the benching techniqus, which
aleo catches Talling rock.”

Above: caption: “Rhode
Island - Washington Dual
Bridge on H135.”

® Left: caption: "Cregon - From
¢ Siskiyou Summit, looking
north, -3 winds its way down
toward Ashland. The grade is
east and the sight distance is
excellent, thus combining to
make a trip over the rugged
Siskiyou a favorable traveling
experience.” ®

Top Left caplion: “Virginia - Bridge

construction over southern branch of

Ellzabstn 1 172 miles south of US 450

& SR 165

Top Right caplion: “Tennesses -
across Tennessss Rher on k-

24, Marion County near Nickajack

A Dam.™
W Lert capton: “argne Just sast of
.i Gasking Road, H4 In Hanrco County.”

Above LER: caption: "Virginia
Bridge construction 64 - in
. Chesapeake County, south of U5
460 & 5.R.166"
'y Left: caption: "Wirginia

Construction paving Portsmouth
County - 484 spur”

o

Left: caption: “Vermont Hartford 4 1,055 structws spanning the whik Rher
approximataly 5 milss northwes®ry of Whie Riwer Junction. This photgraph
was taken at the southerly end of the projpct looking north and depicts
substructurs constructon that 8 currently undsr way it ie anticipated that tnis
structurs will be opsned to traffic in the fall of 1568. This structure will bs 2 ma jor
Hnk In 5 between River Junciion and Montpslisr =

Right: caplion: “Vermont-New Hampshirs-Thees twin bridges, under cone tructon,
will carry intsretete Rous 55 across the Connscticut River at Whits Junction. New
Hampehirs t2 bullding the spane over the river; Vermont i conetructing the near
sbutment and first plere. The te “box” In the Torsground will camy a local
ToRd under the bridgs approach.™ =

. jon of inteniale 67
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“.n fdl opermdon, dhe
Interstare, which will rocal
2 1.2 percent of the naton’s
highway mileage, will camy
B ar  least 20 percenm,
® planners think, of all miles
maveled by those {100
million aurcs, oucks and
buses the Intersare was
designed for One thing
thar can be predicred for
cemnain abour the funre of
the nterstate: well have o
addro "
Populars Sa'h-_nm,ﬂq- 1868

SO000 wehloles par day oroes e
N fanis Monkoa Moundsine on fhic
fresway befwesn Zan Femanda
‘alley ard Wed Lot Angedec. The
bridgs In osnter of the ploturs Ie
M uilh oilland Db onesr- L]

oroEEing.”

Deutschland Uber Alles

o_.GEMmany S@NgS OUT among all e counmes of ELrDpe A maghcant
concepoon of 3 naoonal sysmm of major mohways. This devalopment
conm@mplares 3 sysmm of approxumarely 4,500 mues, of whch upwards of 1,000
muies have been aTaAly consTUCEO. Roughly. The SySmm Conmmplams owes
FOUTES, NOVTH and SOUTY, and T 53/ NUMDer 8asT and WBST a0ross e Napon.
This descnpoon 15 only aDDIoY UREmE SINCe e MOUTES COMPOSANg O SPSmm are
designed 0 CONNECT e populaDon cenErs and camy TaEfe cononuously
benwean e borders of e naoon. The CONSTUCION CONGIST essantally of wo
Lngs of roadway sach approximarely 30 fearin wodth and enorely sspaaed from
gach oter by a cen®r grass smp. These roads are knowm 25 e
‘Relchsaumbahnen’ or Naoonal AUm Roads. No eross maffic of any charsesr s
permimed. The ortwary roads are generaly camed over the ‘Aurobahn’ and
SEDARTONS are fTec @0 3r DOINTE On MEESCION With /AN0ads 38 DesT T the
design S@ENdards. No Drowson 5 mace for food TAMe and no Dieypele or
pedesman marhe s panmiTed Upon these auto hughways. They are designed for
hugh speed and exclusively for the use of e moror veluele. Here again the same
prnciples are ysed n the design concened by Germany for tis sysmm of Woa-
modam through Nghways of providng ample woth of reacdways with Gpposng
mafic sspaa®d by an unpaved smp and no cross DAMe arqrade Tounmerfars widy
the cononuous flow. The ughways wiich have besn complemd are wonderful
axamples of te besT modem road . Tha road from W ueh T Salzburg i
AUSIaE 5 One O the MOST dalighTul dnves of the wond...™

TH MacDonald EFR Dirsodor( 1525 L4

what i widely regarded s the workds Tirst motorway was bullt In Bardan,
Gammany betwsen 1313 and 1921. The 19 &m long AVUS [<Automobill-ersshre-
und Ubungestrabe™) in southwestern Berlin wae an experimental highway that
wWas usad o7 racing automobis s it featured two sight-maier lznss ssparaed by 2
nins-mefer wids medan. /@y bult ssveral sEpreEswaye In the 1320 and
Garmany followsd with e firet Aumbahn (sutc-only rosd). opsning In 1323
betwesn Dusseldorm and Opladen and In 1332 betwesn Cologne and Bonn. Mors
routzs wers planned In the sary 1930°e Chancslior Adolr Hioer, sasing the
nda valus of a h-ep=ed roed &y stem, starkd 2 to bulld two
mm: and nahuh:?lnt: Tha Tlﬂ‘jo‘r thess: “Rsic rmmm n.” opanad
on May 15 1935, betwasn Frank uT and Damms @0 Eany Aulnbahne wers of uds
by medern standards. The first 4 ulba nns, ke their talian counterparts, feaursd
Emied-accsse and grade-separald croesings, but lacked medane The
Tirst Reschsaymbannen did NEve Nanm os but cked and rampe
and wayshies had cobblestons surtaces. When Germany was reunified In 1553,
the & ulobahns o‘I'Eisr Germany were In virtually the sams condition 28 they wars
In 1345, guant (and ofen nonfunctionsl) smergancy
tebaphons s {lnﬂbu In the canier medan) and srvics arese conelsting of a
itz pidated roadhowes next to a waysids wars comm onpiace. Newsr W st Garman
Auipbahne had, Tor many jears, Teatured 375-metr wide lanes, shouldars,
a8 2 P mesdlane with crash barriars, treguant rosds ki smergency tsie phonss
& e, Wall-a00rmea d $5rvics arees -

AR e and of WAL Sa Auobaby network Sotelad 2023
em. Sonainacion on new e chioaa Seally ot aed agamn
1A we DA e mcfctied Batwaan P41 mnc FIE, Brmging
o botel bo 2372 km. Starteg = M5 Wad Cenmary
Emgan Aubckaie axpanacs i mrma ot by ambarkeg o
mnm of furme plema Be opeded Be “Hudo-
msickakoas” aysam fo 1078 km by M. Majpr sddions
conbmund dunag Se saxf oo decades and Se aysam
mached 4110 kn = 7, 3333 km = E9T1 4207 kn o=
T TO29 R e M T an 1030 km e M3 A maw e
of frm-pawr plana, with e goul of pufing an Aucbehs
mmtramen w00 km oo any pond o WestGarmany, b
ax panded S matwork 5o cvar 1300 km By 1990 Howaver,
e mumtcaton of Sermaryis B0 pof Soom plana o
i e Seem e T o foum e oo s e Eg wm
up ading S Adckakey © mimnted fom Exst Sermay
Tha moorponitos of Moae saaterm Autctbatna put ma
foial  Aucbaha metwork o smoa 11K km m
M Adtions B0 Bha e natwork I de e Sha Botel
o IL3A km m W0 aed 12930 kn by XOT. ASe
ot ten, S Gormen gowrsmast  erpedeed ope
gradeg of Sa old Eawt Carman Autchutan ot 8 sares of
“Garmas Usdy Trasaport Projacis” By Sa eed of XMW,
i pregram was mes iy compte Wi et 2 000 kmoed
spgaded or mawipbwlt Auckats Ussd XM, Sa
Buckate wan Ba worlds smoced gt superSghway
aypaiam siter ooy Be U5 leteaise System. Cumaty.
B Auckuka mebwork @ e workds fourt lrgea
meper hghway apatem st Chive, Ba Ut Stelee and
=

Soans
Lk M of t present-chae s ok

Tha geesrsl nuls bor dege wmis G0 prowds for usmpsded, Righopssd Felc Sow Amd from
mamt, fsaure a e e
- o, Eras, o o Ceally our ey par derecion. Lane om norsl s choss are gesarally 173 meser
Wl meoe Pl Sha left lana of newar Be e lene Segma s - S 39 maters wel . O urtes sactoen, o enes
e 3.3 maters wid:
= B lamctue apad Cgrean” mades 14 cr 4 maters wel (] metars o orbes ares sl & dookts e g el
runE down Ba mesie Hinders ore ofen umedon curve s Soma sewer achons have conorete barmers
e of gre s msdian;
= Clustunt am ar gamsy wmdiiomg
-hu.p-u--p-m-dgun m&.—mmwmmn—lmwg mnin e
"G @ Aunbabs T omege. Ibwcian g are geeraly wetaaord
womesme n:--l-n:: Cry——
= Gradem of 4% crima. Climbing lnss are provded on moisisy gradea;
= Ganie ancl wall-banke dicur mx
=P s o martac
= B e o i s e Sy e B T Loy et T o (30 e o Snaciens v
= Mufiechor guide poats af 31 meter iy sl
= PP R P et S S L o e S e -
= Exbamary s wnad am plamary £ a aree b ahureg foel of eticow, r st ur sk, and Reotela
= Aufomaied als and wasiier monscring andl s cirones mgea provdieg dysamic spaed bmis asdicr
v ance warnng of conge ioe, ac Cdents, conatnecies, md fogs
 Emargeacy liphones o 2 km iy e
= Pro-wgmed deicur roulen bo Rciats am e gescy ciowsr s
= Shaardiod mgeag
- e “grams g™
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“.Them & mom o less dscusdon in
which the orm ‘supeshighwaps' is used
withour any adeguae definiton of whar is
inrenged by tis mem. Pemags, IS mos
freguendy used in connecton with a very
Umired number of ranscondmenc!
highways designed for high speed and with
murldpledane roadways 0 cany raffie from
L coest o coast The Geman sysiem of
superhighwas embodes tis ea In tar
[ counry a sysiem of sbour 4,500 miles of
Highwais fwhich ghves aposmeimarcly oo
Mnes aoross e narian it cash dreetdon) i
SONSUCIT G S Now, wide rights of
way wihour sooess fom abuming langs,
cxcopr af Infraguent inteaals. This ravel
secton is composed of wo roadways
abour 20 feer wide, separaied by a parking
medianl Both Me hodronm) and Mo
vertcal alignments are excoptionally good_
All cross. raffie is direciod ower oF under
these highwaps. No derall that coames
within the pusdew of highway engineering
thar will make & safer o mos effichnn
highwayhas been amined..."

LA Macliara i, S PH Orecter | S an

Part 2

Something Must Be Done!

How Bad Are Our Roads?

‘Amercan axpayers have laid our 50 billion dollars for roads in the last
25 years. Bur we have only a mifle more than 2200 miles of first-class,
fuily modem, non-roll highways to show for our money: Mosr of the odher
740,000 miles of pavement thar we have paid for since the wenties are
now oo nanow, oo sharply curved, roo steep, too nearly shoulderless,
oo often crisscrossed with intersectong roures and reilroad oachs, or
becoming roo crumbly for the oaffic burden they must bear: This year
52,000,000 passenger cars, oucks and buses are paveling the highways.
And they are pounding those expensive pavements o pieces. Even the
men whose job it is to estimare how many more vehicles are going ro be
on the mad each successive year — and who used to be remarkably
accurare — did nor andcipare any such oeffic before 1960. The oagic
combination of an outof-dere, aging road sysrem and this natonwide
stream of oaffic is costing billions a year in ame lost, perishable goods
wasted, propery wrecked in accidems. B s causing thousands of
wnnecessary deaths... "

Popular Scance, August 1352

,.
\

et oy
WAVILIS Lo MLIE

“Moiod DAl I expocted D gouble 0 MNE DERT DOy
years The sadius of raffic is also growing. In the Easr
coangeston is rapidy growing o the samwation point To
Dbroak Up Mar Songeston Jr IS NeCessary I 0000 LD ew
waps oul 0 decenvallze, o redisribuie, 0 orean
breathing space - thart Is the coming need_ It ks a need thar
can be mer first of all by anarfonal highway policg ™
Nermas Hel Gadcen
B2 mnoarpt fram Resbock: “Mage Motorwa - (2940

Ak & Lok capbeen: “Trad o Sicw wohome — darwed fran study By
e T U UE Sormaued Pubds Hodacd avg daly rae wome S
A VLIS 13,0 MILES

iEngineers and road officials figure it will cost us at least
£4,000,000,000 a year for 15 years to bring the whole highw ay
system up to snuff. We are now spending $2,700,000,000 a
year on consiruction, bt we are faling far short of even
keeping abreast of the highway needs, to say nothing for
making up for the lage in road bwilding that set us back
duwring the depression and the war The most pressing
problem & modernizing the 40,000 mies of highway that
constitute the official interstate system — the main roadck of
the United States. Ninety-four percent of this network, of the
greatest importance in both peace and war, & inadequale,
according to standarck pubiished by the Bureau of Public
Roads and all the state highw ay departments of the country...!
Popular Science, August 1852
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Lbove: caplion: “Mational 3ystem of intsratets Highways Map [Lugust 1947
Thie 1547 map [preparsd by the Pubic Roads Admns 3 1on) was Included in the
“Yallow Book™ that was given to wawerng membsre of Congress who were
bz waring over how to pay Tor Pra sl oent Elsennows rs propossd inmr- ar
s@® Highway Sysmam In 2025

www.PDHonline.org

“..No one B suggesting that all owr principa highways
should be rebuilt, Mere widening would put 8,600 mies of
them in A-T shape, according fo Thomas H. MacDonald,
Commissioner of Public Roads. Minor relocaion — largely a
matter of lessening cwves and reducing grades without
touching the straighfaways — would make another 14,000
mifles firstclass, he says. About 12000 mies of main mad, or
somewhat less than a third of the total showld be brand mew.
Of the 12,000 mies of totaly new highways that are needed
now, maore than 2,000 mies wouwd cross lamge cities, where
sovme of the nation's Knottiest traffic snarls occur every day.
It & so0 expensive to acquire urban rights of way; relocate
water, sewer, ga& and electrcity lines; build bridges for
imtersecting streefls; and consiruct ramps for cars fo use
when enfering and leaving the main highway that the cost of
such construction runs as high as $3,500,000 a mife...™
Popular Science, August 1952 ™

The Immutable Law of Averages

There's one law which, sooner or later, & going to stop
every reckless orcareless driver. Thats the law of averages.
And when this law of averages is applied to traffic accidents
today, the rows of cold figures scream a grim waming which
every sane motorist shouwld heed because you can't break
this law withowt eventually breaking your neck. From 1922
through 1935 awtomobile accidents snuffed owt the lives of
380,000 persons in this country. Thats more than twice the
total of those killed in action or who died of wounds in all the
wars in which we ever participaed. lts more than the
combined population of Wyoming and Nevada, and about the
same as wiping out the population of Vermont or Indianapolis.
And deaths continue to mourt...”

Poguiar Mechanics, November 1338

]

% _Last year 40,000,000 moronsms
d bumed Lp 16,250,000,000 gallons
of gasolne drving 28,250,000 £ars
N over our 3250000 mies of roads.
S@osies of e Maoonal Samiy
Couned show Ous Darme msuimd
n 37,000 gleaths - an all ame gl -
105000 persons  permanandy
disabled 1180000 others Tmp-
oAy isablsd  and 6,500,000
Fccidens  causng  damage
proparty. And thars one dead for

| aach aigiy -2 ghe milas of mghuay,

3 propamy damage accioent for
aach half mue. Truly death and

GRS TLCDON SR OUr MGhWAYS...”
Popukr Mesharies, Movemisr 13
| scoeonTs |

|| smcws soodens mrugs ma wesk Tea v
charty emciion b St SR bt B g
N v i sbut Jam_ce Resadeya”

Y. There's just one message in il these figures - be careful or be killed,
Bur how do these statistics concem you direct y? You consider yourself a
careful driver, you've never hilled anyone, never injured anyone, perhaps
never dented a fender. Well, thar's where the law of averages comes in. If
the presemt oeffic accident rare cononues, one our of every twenty
persons in this councry will be injured or kifled in an autemobile a2ceident
within five years. And thar includes you! Just jor down your name, then
add the names of ninereen relanves and friends. One of you will be hilled
or injured in a oaffic smash-up by 1341 by the law of averages. Heres
another way of locking ar it. Wite down the names of three children in
your neighborfiood. Two of the three are sure - nor ikely, bur sure - to be
injured in awro accidents during their lifenmes if the present rate
contnues. Or perhaps you have a sikreenyearold boy. K he looks
forward to & lifetime of driving and s exposed both o driving and
pedesmian hazams, yourson also is cerain, by the law of averages, to be
it in 2 oaffic aceident unless the present rare is reduced...
PopularMechames, Novembsr 1338

EF]
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*_Nor a very chearful oudock, 15 it?7 Now lars
COMPUTE The 8CONCINC I0SS I addioon T hwman ves
Wased. Last jear we spent abour £2,838.000,000 for
M new cars and Twucks Dunng the same panod
acciens COSTUS More than §1,600,000.000 v wage
o lo55es, docror and hospi@l Dulls, insurance ovarmead
ang propeny damags. Thus for aach $1.000 spantfor
W Cars w1035, anoder 3800 went for acoidens.
05T OF That Was money WasmO. Some of IT Was your
Money - PAC U NG IS LTANcE R BE IF for R ng alsa.
Project this Joss over the nart mn yaars and you have
2 figure approx imaong half e naoonal debt 5o thara
FOUu are. AUDTOLNS A0S BINE ars COSUNG you monay
whaeihar you have accigens or nor and by te law of
aVeragas you or Somaona ol ose To you Wil be killad or
g A Qe WIThANY TV PearS If DrRcant conainons
conomMe..."
Popular Mechanics, Hovember 1833
Lafi: capilon: “Top, maoch ine for mescu dng resclion fme and
dicfance requirsd fo slop afer driver appiles brakes. Batiom,
dictanosc regquired fo ciop with good aind talr brakec™

m3
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= _For avery accioent last yaar which want m pua
up the gnm ro@l of deal and deswucoon, thars
- were bmly hundeds of near acodens -
swanons whan someding almosr happened bur
diein'c Evary dnver has had thess namow 8503 pas -
soma call tham ‘lucky breaks_” Now accidens don't
JUSTNADPEN; SOMB NG £aUSes CHam. ITS human tm
Fd blame the ‘other fellow’ but the other chap
=i can'T always be i the wrong. You've gor
| aCCapE PAIT Of M8 MAEpONSIDIIT, 3T 35T part
d of the nme. IWho had all Mose Mousands of
acoigens last year? Some were physically
s vomasnes [ IGFRC OVE, SOMM CUONY'T KNOW DOW T0 Gnve. BUT
. - “y\ e QUea T Ma oty wars compasnt dnvers who
l/_ | M had acquued camless habis. They went oo
fasT PaSE80 DN IS and ELIVes, 5padTrough
NTESeCEONS, Umpsd
T the Ighms and did a
drousand and one
omer fodish oungs

Apowe & Fighi: capdlon: “Fight
and WwRng Warc of doing i ana
ohart showing how deathc on unal e law of

open rosd are going up whils - avara L] T
eafambac In ofec are going . mmmw ..."Mgn i

| w4
down™ | Popuh s Mschamics, Nar, 1508

—a

#...The higher the speed, the worse the accident. One accident in eleven
is faral ar fifty miles per hour and above. Ar speeds of twenty and umnder,
only one accident in sixty-one is faral... Modermn cars do seventy, eighty or
even ninety miles an hour with ease. Burt can your brain go ninety miles
an hour, or even sxty? Cars and highways are fasrer, bur your reacoon
tme isnt. And it sl takes time o think. k mhes abour three-fourths of &
second on average 5o from the tme you see the heiferundl the tme pou
do something abour it, your car nevels abour fifty-five feer if you e doing
fifty miles an howr: Then after you ger your foor on the brake, you nesd
nearfy 200-feer more to stop - unless you have poor brakes. With good
brakes and good moad conditons, you need abour 230Hfeer to stop ar STy
miles per hour Now i your [ghts enable you ro see only 200-feer, your
Sropping pointat any moment is almeosrt 150-feer beyond the distance you
can see ahead. You would even be out-driving 200-foor head lamps ar thar
speed. Here’s another startding concepiion of sixty miles an howr: Ar thar
speed your car has enough memenmm o oavel 1204feer sraighrup i T
could ‘take off." So when you do sty you might as well be 120-feer in the
air if you hitr something. Jusr another way of saying thar himing &
stationary objecr at sixry creares the same impact force a5 though the car
were to drop from the top of 2 welve-srory builaing. ..

Popular Mechames, Novembsr 1335 ws

Do SRR AT RN A7 SR M e o AR, B0 clowl b At Ao

i b Al hwearlais o cwrd of il dniel accidemis amd #ftp-sinid par
cwmt of the sosAEin orEN MN! paT ooCired AT COMSATTE batwawn
aviomabibe Paaxing on @ kil o devieg o e womg side iz v aovled
PATITETY 10 & coMST. M Fou A te Rt of lookimg it oo gul on
At emakoas frach Avtens of bulore, pou'es Sence dov e Srme drbe that
vadzok iz par cuwl of thoss killed lol prar and dew par cweel o de
smpmcl Ty wars Mo awdl o an e M of smicer ot R oF
iy kil by veklen cler ihan sulsmabile. Ever leks & cores doo dead
awdd el praenatl steggiiog for comiral? M poor 4,998 poand car bils &
curvw of M0 desl adia af dhidy mie pw bowr Urere's o fomw of 2408
[poumaly ey S0 P JoN Amio dhe oiich. TS cemisivga fora Deeive
por cwrl of Mt pvar's dalaldaa avd ain per cel of de imicies ware
carmd Ef aToidemis Mresieig w0 SSMEATTE WA TP, WSS g
P Ml ATy cam mund & COfY o BWD Wil - omon At
bvimga wp ahickliog. You can'l blame & shid on tbe olee delow’ Desles
[ cuvet o i el BToicaTEY e CUD AYY PRar wars cause By Shich Hat
iy mach wars wal, avowr o dop oreloodl dbe accidemls iresbead
shickimg. T lanzo svema obvo - bulesmmmber sy that door ol of
v bl ac chddemly oocar o ar roacs amdl i chear waa tiver, 22 con'l el
cavmlian joral bacavss Uos rmad indey.”

Popal s bach ks, Roearmbas 10l

L& capiorr “Typsa of faru st e -Sar el dena’ frier

... NIGhT accigens are More S8NoUS Than 03y Tme ones and, on 3 muaags basis,
e JECIBNT A ar Mght i5 ugher. Trafle. acoigens and fa@laes reach Wir
peak abowt fve an the evemng, and her low about thres i the moming. Also
thars are fewsr acoi0ens on TWESMA) than any ooer day oy o week, and mor
on SaWrgays and Sundays. S0 i1 Theory. e SaresT OMe T0 ONVE 15 ADOUT Twes
o'clock of 3 TwesdBy momung. Bur don'r m@ke a chance, even on TWesdE)S,
becavse the law of averages will beat you if pou keap It up. Why gamble with
ca3th WhENYOU ENOW 083 TY IS GOUNG T wan evantualy?”

Populer Mechanics, Hovesm ber 1538

Above: oaptlon : “Road 2w 00
and refiscdo re”

Inoande eosn lamp & o

Stop the Highway Slaughter!

wa
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Az | see it there are four primary causes of ouwr annual
roadway slaughier: obsoleie highways, Stone Age police
practices, bad drivers and unsafe automobiles. | don't intend
to waste much space taking about out-of-dae, overcrowded
highways that are real killers by themselves., A lot of people,
frovn President Tke on down, have becn working on that one.
If everybody agrees with h& proposal to spend 50 bilion
bucks and ten years of effort on the job, maybe we'll have
decent roack by the time your son Herman starfs asking for
the keys to the family crate. In the meaniime, standard
Federal highway laws wouwld help somewhat to straighten out
the 48-stde confusiom..."”

Mechanix lNusoaied, November 1334

www.PDHonline.org

Above L&R: caption: “In these two
smashups, in Califomia and in
Virginia, a total of nine people went
o to their graves”

Left caption: “Seven persons died
in this head-on collision”

m

“.dn New York City it & possible to take your driving test in
traffic near Suiion Place, a little-<traveled road along the East
River where you will never go faster than 25 miles an hour If
you make all the rght-hand signals and don't run over the
inspector, you will most likely receive a driver's licemse - a
certificate which will permit you to travel the Penn Tumpike,
where 70 mph & legal, and gie you the right to drive in
states where 100 mph is not frowned on too hard such as the
speedways near Detroit. That arm-waving test at eight mies
an hour back in New York will do you a ot of good here i
suddenly your car goes info & dry slice at 70 or better You
can end up awfully dead and stil be within the legal speed
limits - in fact, not viclating any traffic law whats oever...”
Mechanix fusoared, November 1354

Y. .The cause of many accidents, and the most neglecred, is the
equipment naive owners are conned inte buying. Regardiess of whar the
ads say, all cars are nor saffe, and for 2 number of reasons... There are a
number of ouly good, mad-able automobiles maoce in America roday. On
the other hand, there are makes which are real killers...As Harley Eard,
vice-president in charge of General Motors siyling, recendy siared,
American women are the principal influence in buying roday’s
automobiles. Most women are more concemed with Iiwry and comforr
than they are with an awomobile’s athietc prowess. All manufacirers
hknow this and, in order to meer the compenton from their fellow balloon
builders, they have had o go owerbeard with mushy suspension,
rdicul oudy low-pressured ores and out-of-balance chessis to ger the rear
passenger seats off the rear axles.. Naturally, some cars have gone even
further than others and have proved o be wvery popular with the
buyers...In faimess 1o the manufecourers, the larest fad of Blaming
highway deaths on the so-called horsepower race is noiculous. In many
cases that exoa horsepower is needed o ger you safely around one of
those rilroad-carlong oecrortailers on 2 two-lane highway In a2 pinch, a
shilled driver will be a lot saferin a good car with 200 horsepower than he
will i ore with half thar much moxie..”

M ooem Mechanx, March 1354 s

“..0n the other hand a little item like tire pressuwve can,
under some conditions, mean the diference between living
and dying. A carwith 32 pounds of air often can be controlied
in a semi-emergency situation where a car with factory-
recommended presswe of 26 or 24 pounds will mush, plow
and become completely ummanageable...Why is this tire sfuff
so imporiant? When a tire 5 ouwt of balance it develops a
gyroscopic action whose inensity increses with speed. At
100 mph & real dog of a tire can almost tear the wheel off the
ar le, the eccentric action is 3o severa At any speed above 60
the car with unbalanced wheels can become exfremely
uncontrollablke and, in some cases, will actually develop a
galioping tendency. if you have to brake hard, the offbeat
wheel motion makes it almost impossible to hold the car ona

straight line...”
Modern Mechanix, March 1554

Speed Highways of Tomorrow
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‘Here is an amists concepion
of the amazing mult)

highway plan of Or. John A
Harmiss, former health com-
missioner of New York Ciry
The plan calls for sk o=ffic
levels  Each Jevel is for
designared oaffic. There is an
express oaffic level, two one-
way levels for bus oaffic and
other plans to expedite oaffic.
This proposal of Dr: Hariss is
gaining in favor as one of the
- most feasible of many
schemes advanced o ade-

inereasing motor and ped-
esoian maffic.”
W oaerm M ac hana, March 153

b

_."! / - Cavkay ko acovied pachion, bre malorve e mad sot
i hmm.-m.ﬂ-nmmmma e maad
§ -MMMMMWWHMMWNW
I @ popw.Whis spea maorap mad be degesd b

= cawy fam, doag-cimievcw drafiic, mo ariaiieg mach e be

\ e smpped. e coky's 148 madh wil cowlios b2 cawy
¢ d s iooat iraitc, amd temv ssedskans WAl b ambasced by

Seatite avd B! Paxo - making poaible
_from tea sodtwm! o of ibe Umed Sl g0 dbe
avwlvermmosl seclion... Nowkhee oo ive cilie comeec! the
maorep, sisongh  ttey are s fary oo &
tham__Tafic moras i stmoxt & xtegiet Ame from Bowtos
4o Naw Drisan willce! paysing & siogh oy Yal s oy of
v MY ix more draw 30 mie dram @ makoosy avd
maml of dvem ars had dhal dimlawce. Look al
modbersmon makoramy, which s sexl-ve! sceous e
dop b of alabe. M avodls Gand Maods by 33 mie, avd
ke g dor Lake BUchigEn. AT S DO e ke i
30 miex wick Nwess mivd. Thew iz wo lebdows on the
maoreay M Etooin wmCHF SCYDNE e AENE on & A
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)} M i Ganta

R s frm hi bl s e Mg i M

covmraciioe wille Wre mew moloree .. Te plae o o
ier map) ix buxsd on & evabterly bewl, pebmiacr
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Ralk: P cru Bcarwuey Pl (g ared o g, ik “Mororway
Faaciar to Ciny” (hotrom) - b fnom Gecd se’ b ok

“Mirh ower thirmy milion auramohiles in
the United S@is mday, and e
oroblems of vehisule ransportion
dncreasingly compley and pressing, Ir
soems  almosr Inoredble thar this
should be the frst and anly book that
has ever comprehensively reamd e
subjecr both historkcally and with 2
VoW 1o oFfeFing & Solu bon. Norman Bol
Gogges, one of i fosem osn Sesigners
i the world, has been swmdying the
slmaton inrenshely foF SEveral poars.
Our of his reseash came recentdy his
specramrlarly  successiu) General
Moroes Funwama for the New Yook
Waorld™s Falr, and now this fascinatdng
book. ‘Magic Moloreeys,” after @ beief
review of the history of old and new
roads and auramo thee Fafic in Amersica,
oresents @ deralled plan for an entiely
new  nepe of narianal  mORewEs
SYSRUIL AD GrSl, Somo of I Ratures
may srike the reader a5 8 fanmstc
droam, bul M. Gedoes proves el
DractoabiliTy.

B a car fram B st jac ket ays-,
erwm of Magic Molorwa

sysram... "

Abowe: capdion:

‘More than 20000 persons daily, the show’s
capacity, inch along the sizding pavement in
long queues undl they reach the chairs which
mensport them o a rounsts paradise. b
unfolds a2 prophecy of cities, towns, and
counrysides served by a comprehensive road

EBusiness Weok, 1538
“Enfrance rampe fo Densral Motore
‘WWorkd'c Falr Futurams sshib i

Laft: caption: = seed itomsction — Cily of Tom- ™2
orrow - Warkds Falr 18257

=y Left: contrary to his 1340

book Magic Mororways,
which outlined his idea
® Ifor a future interstate
highway system to skirt
rather than pass directly
through cities, Nomman
Bel Geddes' "Futurama™
exhibit in the General
Morars Pavilion at the
— 193340 New York Words
o Fair boldly mepresented

| distant year 1960 passing
through the heart of
metropolitan areas, even

the future ntegal to their
design.

but TODAY,
4 milesin 5 are

Stop and Go

SUPER-SHELL

=_In by-passing e ciues and
s@EyIng out of e touns and
wlages. somedung 5 JOST
Thoss who wish ™ 588 and
undars@nd e psopls of e
COLNTY, I0sa NS ODROMLINLY.
On e other hand, i e
ortinary maffc of commarcs
and the INTarc Iy Move mant are
camed on ihess hghways.
thus wall rebieva e ooher roads
of much of e oafc burdan
and make tham more com-
forable for rouring In ganaral,
the axisang roads, parbculady
w the wengy of the langer
U85 ars not eomromable Tor
the rourist bacause of the largs
amount  of mxed oTafc
weluding  everything  from
largs moror ouck Tans down
0 ON-L3ITE, Dicysiisis  and
pedasmans. ..

LA Macliora, 8P8 Oirscior n:u:u:
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#...Bururban highways are every bir a5 vitzl 25 new consomuction in open
couniry — if anything, more so, because nearly all the auromebile m=ffic in
the United Stares goes only 20 miles, the average distance from home to
wark, and in most cases work is locared in or on the outshis of 2 city.
The only answer, despite the costs, is expressways. Demroits expressway
system, which will eventwally lace thar huge, highly indusmal ciy with
105 miles of broad, sunken arerial highways, already has dramarcally
proved its value, though only 2 shorr secton of it has been completed... ™
Popular Science, Auguet 1952

Abowe LER map (lsft) and diagram (right) of propossd exprassways for Deoor
NI EE

www.PDHonline.org

=_.The present soeers of Demoirand s anvirons consist of wide bowlevards and
ACAGUIME VENUeS Of T OUSKINS OF the S DUT WKS OB CIR8s e COM IS
congesmd and choked with Daffic. The prasant soeers of DamoIr and It anvirons
consist of wode boulevards and a0e quUam avanyes on e oUEkIE of the ey bur
Ike oter cues the cor 15 congesmed and choked with mafe. The arsnal
velucylar maffc ams n Demour can ba clearsd only by breaking te bomanscks 1n
the hearr of tha oy whers the gramEst volums occws Traffc sodes oearly
show thar 2 large percenage of Uafc procesds bemwean s ongun and
desanapon on Wogcal roymes. The crow-foor avenyes, te confussd @mngls of te
old o1y, e mc@Engular pamem of the newer developmanis, the nénwork of
ralroads, the absence of breaks i ropegr2 phy through wingh arenes might have
bean buit balund the growth of the @y, e monconous famess downown
wiuch prompred e solid budding with no opan Spaces bewean developments,
the relapon of business and wOusTy T0 the wa B ront; all thess conmbum@ [ the
cIEWTorS TEvel necessary T mach Most pounis by avmomobde. The soees of
Datrour are wadar dian diose v MoST cinas bur they are notr wade anough i the
nght places and cannot he soehed enough ar most tiroats of ConGasDon wm
meser the nereasing TaMc joads. The greamst DaTiers m conmvament and safe
auromobils maval ars the auromobuss thamsalves whuch ware bulr fassrhan e
SOBSME WE I ModaTZed T0 ACCOMmModa s tam...”

Derolr Transp ormion Board, 1845
Q2

“...The locatons of the principal business dismicts, secondary business
sectons, indusmal and manufacomng areas, rmilroads and remminals,
educatonal instutons, recreaton centers, hospitals and ocher feanres
of communiy development infivenced our conclusions in selecting the
routes for the combined expressway and oensit sysrem. The characrerof
the buildings on the proposed rights-of-way and the effects of replacing
them with the proposed improvements were imporant considerations,
particulary the infiuence on the neighborhoods. The effect of the
improvements on desireble future communiy development and on the
sabilizaton of manufzecoming and business ameas and residential
neighborfioods along the roures and in the areas served by them has
prompred many of our decisions. With no nawrzl open spaces o follow,
the new expressways must be locared largely through solid gevelopment
k is formunare thar the general pamerm of naffic flow coincides with belts of
gepressed propery cheap enough re acguire for wide o=affic armeries...
Demoit TRNSpOF@nan Board, 15945

“_..The fUsr secoon — 3 seqmant 15 mies long — was openad on July 8, 1851 It
consisE of 3 dvided SIX-lane mghway runming 18-feat bel ow the Jevel of adjacent
SO, With 3 noht-of-way about 300-feaTwece. TIAMC is one-wWay over me tres
lanes on sach side. Trucks, busss and passanger cars Daval ar an avarage spasd
of 45 o 50 mues an hour Almady e eXpRSSWEY IS C3TYINg Ve OMes 35 many
Cars par lane as e average mawn horoughfare of clder vinEge. A heavy
December SNOWSTONM that ¢/ 0Oged Namrowar nearby STREE Where parking was
parmmed starcaly slowed down e ax pressway Taffic..”

Popular seience, August 1952

Above: caption: “First completed portion of the John G Lodgs Expressway. The
abowe phode shows 2 Mew York Cantral steam locom otive using therall- s
To&d oveTpERE near Holden.®

“ . Expressways alone am nor
encugh to ease the ciy o=ffic
problam campletely,  however
Connecong soeets  in many
instances must be widened, octher
sireels  made one-way and,
especially, vast new parking space
created. A frequendy mepeared
suggestion for soving the [asc

problem s to buid skyscraper

River In the downfown lkop, paridng for the
sfructurs I cef-conisined In #he demosly
populsted arsa The kowerdhind of ssoh of
he 36-chony fower'c loa conBinuous up- cplral
jl pariing garage wiih CpaOS fOTESE .
wehloles sach.

L]
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T
HHHET

Above elevation of parking
garage/apt. floor transition
(highlighted on section)
~ | Left vertical section through
~ tower

i
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4...No one denies the country's desperate need for relief from
its traffic situation. But how are we to raise $50,000,000,000
required, at & minimum, to improve ow highways over the
next 15 years? At least 33 stales have chosen or are
considering the alfernative of toll roack. About 700 miles of
superhighway on which tolls are collected have beon built
since 1940. Since these mpack ame not free, the Federal
Governmernt deapproves of them and does not think that
they properiy belong in the interstafe highway system, but
they help to brighten the outlook considerably for the
motorist who B willing to pay around & cert a mile to travel
on them. Long-d&tance truckers save so much time and wear
and tear by routing their wheeled behemoths over toll roadk
that they unhesitatingly pay up to 3.5 cemis a mile for the
priviege...”

Popuiar Science, August 1352

Y. New Jersey in lare May repored
thar income from s new 130-mile
nmmpike was flowing in ar 2 rare high
encugh to pay of the §255.000000
cost of the mad in 15 years insread of
25 Hearrened by suwch oem-
onsoanons a5 this and always deeply
reluctant o iNcrease [Exes, Siae
legislarars have encowsged the
drawing up of plans for more than
1,000 additional miles of toll roags... "
Popular Seience, August 1352 i

“The world's most modern
express high-way engineered
for utmost comiort and safely.
+ | The NEW JERSEY TURNFIKE is
¢ the quickest and safest roufe
connecting New York and New
England with points South and
| West”

New Jersey Tumpike Authority,
November 1831 s

L-F]
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4..The Bureau of Public Roads, on the other hand, doesn't
advocate toll roack, forthese reasons:

* They can't possibly be substiuted for free madk through
cities, because of the short detances imvolved;

* [n many cases, before the roadk can be paid for, they'li start
wearing out. As a consegquence, they may never be paid for;

* Toll mack are primanly for long-dEtance travel The
ditance between toll gales necessarily & foo great for the
roads to serve local motorists, Therefore, there must still be
paralkel free roadk, Since the highway user is, in effect
paying for both types of roadk, he might better foot the bil in
higher taxes and enable all oads to be ‘free’..”

Popuiar Science, August 1352

S R PR TR R et e
Tha um of e canbury brought 8 sew mvesbon mic e bands of Amencam. At et coomdered o
anumng by Wil ol abouid R of Bam o e UL, S esbom e woud dayelop i Ba domemant fm
of resaporiaicn m e US Whes Hoslic Se'sor echaowr, of er counlian bre sk downa, sucoseded o
o e par o So T S Mor S Amarces oot o 0 WS an muem e, f el more S gl
anua of M RomamIcarEge T Tha avant o e @ groweng mae @ for sutomotadas St ware Sursbia
Encugh b wureve ooy datecs rael Lagr g facka, cigs spaos and mars durssle Sma wera el
e fud St e, bt Sdating Ta sutomdodla wie ooy Ral® tha batta . Mt Tha sutomcbeda had o ba
whrdetie. Cas wers @ moh man sovelly il Heery Fonds mammbdy bne oo producions couks and
b ol Bha BIOR CWictal 1T cmtc Bha markat. Autom ol oW ra R 3Ry oo bed, bud Shan Share a5

wm e cvarwtaimesg probiem of poa road conditoaa.
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Out of the Muddle

“...A rew movement is under way, however, to save the whole mess
withour tofl mads bur with 8 fresh approach. The movement is called
‘Projecr Adequare Roads,’ or PAR PAR backers, 2 powerful group thar
includes car, carparts and dre manufecturers, muckers, bus lines,
camlemen, the AAA, and ges and oil producers, believe thar stares showuld
be prevented from diverting income from caruse @xes o purposes odier
than road building and mainrenance. If all this @x money went where it
should, they say, we could afford fo improve our roads faster and on a
broader scale. They also wrge thar state highway deparmments be required
to make ‘sufficiency rmings’ of every section of their main roads. The
rating is based on three factors: safery, conditon and the percentage of
maffic served. The maximum reong is 100, and the extent ro which each
secton of moad falls below 100 in s sufciency reong quickly shows how
badly it needs amenton. The PAR people feel thar this system will see fo it
that no highway funds are wasred on per and somenmes impracocal
projects of political big-wigs In the owenties, 2 nationwide movement 1o
‘ger us out of the mud’ resulted in building most of the miles of paved
mad now considered inadequare. PARE slogen s ‘Ger us our of the
mudde!™

Popular sewencs, August 1352 o

- —— el - - = =
From Ite Inception In 15925, the Federal Highway Sysmm underwant fraguant
changss 28 enginssrs sought to improve the safsty and sfficlancy of roadw ays
within the national sy stem. At first ®imply 2 splicing topether of local roads that
connactsd Mnes of satbement, mamy of the road alignments included in the
origingl 132¢ &) stem ware & refsction of slrsady sxisting patterne of mowemsnt
within an area. Howewver, over time the roeds within the Federal =y stem came to
refiact the quest ofeng ® to mowe @ amounte of traffic efficienty and
diractly across the country. ar

Pt i o

Abowe: oapiion : “Cardecoend ing 183 calignment of Foufls 5 o La Eajada, KM~

® Above: caption: “Often, road
“ conditions were abysmal, as
. this early traveler experienced
while navigating through mud.'
Lﬁt caption: “Route 8,
.-‘_Inpeﬁar County, 1910. This

N :'Jé' ™ image is another view of the
A ' road conditions early travelers
& o E 4 A U1 endured.” 2
& mVNT
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“In outdining the 187,000 miles of read comprising the Federai-aid sysrem
of highways, it has been amanged thar nor mare than seven percent of the
toczl road mileage of any one sere be included. Nor o exceed three-
sevenths of this will be designared as primary or interstate highways, and
the emainder secondary o intercounty highways. The plans cover a 15
to 20-year consoucton program, with provision for enlargement ar the
end of that ame. "

Popular Mechancs, March 1523

RE: befors 1520, most roads In the U3 ware dirt, hard-packsd and rutied. Cars
got stuck In the mud so ofien that local farmers could make a & gnificant amount
of money using thelr horses to haul them out Dust was sleo a conetnt problem,
&0 much 80 that drivers wore dustsrs and wu Gravel and macadam (ol and
crushed rock) rosds wers improvemants. but highway dsparments willing to
epend the money could preduce concrete and as phatt roads. Aside Trom the roads
themasives, many other aspscts of travel wara only Justbsing developsd by 1520
Thers wers few, it any, gas stadons, convenlancs storss andior mechanics. Long
distancs highwaye nesded to be phmd,slﬂlrpmhdand mapped “Good Roads™
movements and automoblie clube worked to Improve travel for motorists. Their
work included buliding the Lincoln Highway, the vellowstone Highway and the
Naponal Old Traus Road. The Federal Government slso had 2 hand In Tunding
roade and thedr efforte culminzted in the Federal-Aud Highway Act of 1858, which
=6 tabiie nad the Inmrs @m Highway Sysmm. g

www.PDHonline.org

A Victory for Roads

L]

“The Chief of the Bureau of Public Roads s hereby directed
to iwestigate and make a report of hs findings and
recommend to the Congress not later than February 1, 7939,
with respect to the fesibility of building, and cost of
superhighways not exceeding three in number, rwming in a
general direction from the easforn to the westerm portion of
the United States, and not exceeding thwee in number,
uming in a general direction from the northem to the
southem portion of the United States, including the feas ibility
of a toll system onsuch roadk..."

RE: excemt from the Federsl-Aid Highway Act of 1938

“The system of main hghways 1 e Unisd S@Emes s by far te mostex misive of
any i the world. Only the mest our-of-theway places cannotnow bs mached ovar
3 SWITacad road. Wany mues of Mawm INGIWays ars Droad, oUeCLrouTes overwieh
vehicles can mavel cononuously ar the towring speed sslecmd by the dnver
without the nesd for slowing down because of Sharp curves, smep Qrades. or
OMer obS@CISS and MHers 5 MRQUENT ODDONLNMEY [0 pass  overmken
vehuclas .. W any of GUr MOST LS8 d and ANDOITANT [0ads are among tose hatr must
now be classed as very nadequamly improved. Thesse ars e roads thar wers frst
reeognzed as of QUSRNGING AMPOIEANCe and 35 sich were fUstmproved Wit
SUITAces of M9 IIGNeST [)pe Casigned 30 cortug [0 M SENEITs of aany read
bulders. Thers was general accep@nce of thess s@idards as sufficendy
advanced - fact thers Was much oppOSIDON o e Grounds tar they Wers o
acvanced. The Qreaturc/aass i INGIWAY LS8 And The [ecant Marked U raase un
vahucle spaed have forced ha adoppon of much s@ndards...Thers has
bean wids public uerasT 0y the creapon of 3 sysm@m of mulople-lans hghways,
DUNT 30E0MTUNG T0 The NIGHEST SENATTS of race and alignmant. Wit opposing
UaMMc sepaR@d DY 3 cONEr pakway, bEpassing Al CIUES. WD SOUCLIES
separaung soeams of mafc ar all ghway and ra) crossings. The larges volumes
of maffc thar flow beween dansely populared areas, when not o widsly
sepaAEd, 1N Many INSENCes appear o LSETY W MGh cosT of such
improvement.."

IRE: exoerpis from #he Bureay of Public Rosd's annual report (for Booal year 1838 .5

“Perure a 15000-mile nermosk of el lane moir speod'says spanning the narfon - troe
of them Unking the Arlan oz and PaciBs cossrs, sl mom orlssomssing the counry noah and
south - and pou will heve an ldes of hevasmes of o specrasilar highwayplan prooosed by
Senamms Roberr L. Bulkley of Ohia. Regulning reenty-Bve years for compledon, the mammoth
oridiron of supedighvways wodld change long-aisrance driving from & mofoaisr's nighem as
of snarled raffie Inte & reallty of fesr, sefe ranspormrion If would represent an impmsshe
SLAT DARrd a0 63 of SclontBoally SonSruCed SOecTways, A crash0reof cars of ragioal
D SeSIgN D FUN UOOn Do, forsesn by eading experts for e o Fo-o-aisrant e,
Populr Scmmow May MW

HE: Srcugicut Be BN, prai sdwedvel emd menbra of Corgen coecrmd muper gy
propoasis Samtor Mobed I Hathlsy micdur ad ona of Ba Mot promsa st propoasts . Hm bl 5 M3,
caind for oo of a “Umied Satm Highway Sopasics” i buld Bme rasacoinetsl wd mes
mor gouls ssperbghways, ieked by surs and oomsaciors (am map sbow ) Tha corporatios weoudd
bl Ba wparhghweys on @ Sl04col wih wnp of lend, With Ba arosms land lesmed or mold bo
coecemcomres @A scuncs of mm s Tha “Mew Yok St MaSod ofocedemeatics, amployed by MY
Seate's Mot ar Baskcer Mot Mosen would Ba e 5o 8c quire S land Tha oorpos e wiould coadam s
e e, Bwben o v | Evmge woorit srmm it by P o i o B Bl wosded baagreed bolster 43
e Brcugh sagolation or B courta.

“S8,000,000,000 Highway Project Wins Encouragement of Roosevelt
Bulkley Shapes Bill for Easr-West and North-South Transcononental Toll
Spans - Favored if ‘Pump-Priming” ls Needed

Wiashingron, Feb. & - Should President RoosevelT decids o spur recovery by
some fomm of jpump-prming,*as some of us olose 30ViSers are Lrqung, he may
SUDPONT 18 QUSlaDon for e CoNSTUCEON Of 3 Tansconunantal Sysmm of Self-
bpuudarng super-mghways. The movement for such lemslaoon 5 ganng
populany among members of Congress, some of whom are seachung for an
appropram fom of QOVBITUREnT CONSTUCTON [0 Dana T thar CONSTLANE 1 an
alecpon year, and e plan is 53,0 T have SUpPOIT i the War Daparment e
Bureay of Pube Roads, and from ar leastone membar of the Boand of Govamors
of the Federal Reserve Sysmm_The President was mpormed © have mid e
58Naror harhe had bean DUk of 3 SIMUArplan forsome 0me, and t have mid
hum rodrarta .~

The New York Tims, Fsbmany 701828

RE: In sarly Febmay 1835 befors infrodudng the b, fsnafor Sulidey med wilh Precident
R panil T YT asporibed dn e meeting in & front pags arbots (exoerpded st v

43
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H. 0 B well establis hed that between 80 and 85 parcent of the
total expenditure in the construction of highways goes fo
labor. It shouwld also be bome in mind that in handiing the
Federal funds for roads the State highway departments have,
in cooperation with the Bureaw of Public Roads, required the
contractors to take, whenever possible, the employees for
their work from the unempioyment rolls, Between 85 and 90
parcent of the people hired for these purposes are taken from
the moils of the unemployed....™

The House Committee on Roads, 1938

RE: though Congress reduced the authorized funding for the Federal
Highway Act of 1938, the principles of the legislation remained intact
Road building not only meant better roads, it alse meant jobs; labor-
intensive jobs at that, thereby helping solve the problem of chronic
unemployment during a worldwide depression.

Top Laft: caplion: “Construction of the Blus
Ridge Paroway In Virgins and North Carofing
began in 1935 This saction of the Parway e
near Flogd, VA ™

Top Right capfion: “The first consfrucion
contract for the Matchez Trace Parway In
MisBlsBIDpd Wa s AW ardadin 13377

Left: caption: “Thomas H MacDonald headed
the Bureau of Public Roads Tor 34 years, from
1313 to 1943, guising the federdl nighway
program from an era of mostly dirt reads to the
beginning of the inters e highway era™ ...

Part 3

| Have Seen the Future

The Superhighway of Tomorrow

A

“...What wil mansconinenial muring be ke, say. fify years from now? Recandy
Dr. Walar MeGlnTock, gwector of o Harvard Linversly Bumay ror Soeer TRme
Ressarch -the man who s ecogmzsd a5 te naoon's foremosTavthonty on marfc
5 - gave 3 sEring preview of the momemous changss he sees ahead.
Rear-and colisions, he foresess, Wil be mace umpossiie Dy 3 now oxpediont
Pushing down the braks psdal on a car of ta fuwrs will opara® a3 smop bght har
amis nfra-red @ys. Thess imvisible bght @Eys, picksd Up and dis angus had from
ortinary Ught by a phom-slecme coll on te front of a followang car, will anargize
an alscmic circir and ly /s brakes avromapcally Elecme cablas, bunsd
benaath the pavemens of sups rughways, will govam e movemant of cars. Ona
58T 0f ale Toma gnenc impuises will conool the car's spesd. Anoihar setwall lock
It5 SEANNJ Jear agamnst any ATRMPT [0 Make 3 dangarcls @AM fFom one ane
anothar. Evanmally. te cabla sysmm may svan be adaped ro @ke oVer SEanng
almgaiher - allowang the dnver m relaase the wheal, St back and make wmsall
comformble Ll e chopses T0 SWIMh back agawn o manual conmol ATmght he
supartughways will bght up of ther own accord, secoon by secoon, 35 3 car
mEvels overthem. Elecmc eyes’ spacad along te road will mim on tha glars 855
MUMINGDoN WRONEVer 3 £ar passes, shummng if off ar oher Dmes ™ consanve
alacmony_ "
Popular Scienee, May 1838

idmagine a typical section of this superhighway of the
future, Straight as a shaft of light, ten or more broad lanes of
concrete strelch across the countryside passing arownd
cities and towns, bridging railroads, canals, and crossroads.
Streamline busses roar along & cemfer strip that spiits the
specdway, separding streams of private cars traveling in
both directions. For cars moving at different speeds, sach
one-way pavement & diided into separae safely,
accelerating, cruising, and express lanes...”

Popuiar Science, May 1338

]
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Caption: “This Is how traffic sxperts
snvieage the  superhighwsy of
tomorrow. Careful design, and an
slaborate &y stem of slsciical safsly
devices, will enabls heawy streams of
whiciss to move with 3 minimum of
dangsr svan at high spsed ™

“.Hop info a T9EE.model car and @hke an imaginary spin domn one of these amazing
foolprool roads . Peshaps pou arrhved af the ranscontdnenal arery by plane, swooping down
on one of the concsere fMight srips lning the bowlevard, o semling o an auramarie, radio-
conrolled landing on a spacious alrport bulll close o 2 majos highway infesecrion Driving
up the cloverleafl appmach anto the clevared highway pou glide firsr inro the slow.spoad
safery lane, edge over into the accelerating sip, and oen the sieering wheel o swing inro
the crulsing lane. Buf nothing happens. Your caf refuses i respond o the wheel and
suddenly you learn why as another auramobile whips by on pour left ar slene miles an ho .
SUSDENGST I Sevice AN below e Davemanl Cabics QOOELNG O AN CIeCIrom SOneTis
orinclple contral & mechanism amached o e seening gear o prevent te car from Lisning
Soft LGl Mo aOa0ent SruSing Lang ks froe from Falfic ford safe SSranse.. "

Popukr Scwsc May B3 =
Ay captoa: "G by e imbeec bon, Bke B cos on e Wt Sce Ex s Highway i New
Ferk iy, will b= @ Saaturs of Somerrow's Righowaya”

_+]
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